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NA LONAI Al rA nS 


ETNAM DELEGATION HEAD'S ATTACK ON 'ZHEXUE YANJIU' REFUTED 


eijing ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 9, Sep 79 
p 10-11 

‘HEXUL YANJIU Commentary: ‘Who Really Believes in the Pragmatic View 
that "Facts Must Serve Politics'?--Refuting the Attack on ZHEXUE YANJIU 
by the Head of the Vietnam Delegation" | 


Test! At a press conference held on 30 July the chief representative of 
the Vietnam delegation to the second round of the Sino-Vietnamese talks 
retended to be serious as he said that an article which appeared in this 
year’s third issue of China's ZHEXUE YANJIU advocated the idea that "Facts 
lust serve politics” and maintained that "When a fact is needed it can be 
fabricated, when an example is required it can be created, deliberate 
isrepresentation is permissable and truth and falsehood may be confused.” 
from this he concluded that "China's philosophical theory confuses truth 


. " 
ind talsehood. 


The public can't help but ask whether the truth is really as this Viet- 
mese representative says. Does China really maintain that "Facts must 
litics"? 


fortunately what this journal has said is all in black and white and cannot 
be impeached by the representative's irresponsible remarks. First look 
it the facts: ZHEXUE YANJIU published an essay by Luo Gangjian [5012 
04/4 0256) entitled “Objective Trutl Has No Class Character" in this year's 
third issue. This essay was written as a contribution to the discussion 
questions raised in philosophical circles concerning whether or not 
truth has a class character. It contains a brief paragraph which exposes 
nd criticizes the false notion preached by the "gang of four" that “class 
terests" should be considered the criteria of truth. The essay points 
that when the “gang of four" usurped a share of power they "portrayed 
their reactionary ambitiuns 4s constituting the proletariat's ‘class in- 
‘erests' and used these ‘class interests' as criteria for testing truth. 
ler their decrees that ‘Everything must be in line with needs' and 
ts must serve politics,’ the gang's versions of historical science, 
hilosophy and economics became ‘truth’ and the real truth became 'false- 
'.. The destructive activities of the 'gang of four' clearly showed that 
class interests as criteria for testing truth doesn't work." (Page 56) 


i 











Tf Che 1 ted passage io ,ULLE s.¢€ ay « 4iit 2 ictnor Was not 


tt, . ' as - . 3 : = 
t ractS musc serve poiitics in Order to uphoid the statement 
. ° *% - 1h . " 
wm viewpoint. He was pointing out that the “gang of four" had 


preposterous assertion and was offering a serious criticism 
it He was demonstrating that the consequence of this absurd intention 


truth being treated as falsehood and vice versa. 


. 't<«- . Tr . . * 9 
that Facts must serve politics is » say that we may arbitrarily 
edit or fabricate facts so as to adapt them to politics. Im the 

> . r i a Z ; A! . , - 
tf Hu Shi [51/70 6624): Reality is reality as we ourselves have 


ema it. ("The Collected Writings of Hu Shi," Vol 4, p 440) 
reactionary pragmatism. It proceeds from subjective idealism, 
he objective material world and its laws and holds that what is 
iseful to oneself is truth. Since the 1950's Chinese philosophical 
ircles have consistently criticized this kind of reactionary pragmatic 
ilosophy. This should be obvious to all. The philosophy of the "gang 
four which we are now criticizing is this same pragmatic philosophy. 


, 
(tT 


must serve politics” is plainly a false theory which was asserted 
: of four" and is to be looked upon as the object of a trial. 
it has been placed in a forum for criticism and is available in black 
f ill to investigate. What kind ot logic allows this Viet- 
resentative, who is supposedly proficient in “hinese, to have 
an out-and-out lie and say that an absurd theory 
icized by a writer is the writer's own opinion? Furthermore, 
f logic permits him to go a step further and on such grounds 
China's philosophical theory confuses truth and falsehood? 


> 7 } 7 
vcr sat } 


political morality of the Vietnamese authorities has degenerated 
wn to all. This time we have to hand it to the Vietnamese rumormon- 
ver r the capability they have demonstrated by attributing such a false- 
this journal. They have racked their brains to reach the peak of 
on in manufacturing lies. 
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isk the head of the Vietnam delegation just exactly who really 

ins that "Facts must serve politics"? Who creates a fact when it is 
and manufactures an example when it is required? Who deliberately 
resents things and confuses truth and falsehood? Do we have to look 

ir and wide tor the answer, or does the example right before our eyes 
that the gentleman's behavior is exactly the same as the rubbish of 
rtal enemies of the Chinese people, the “gang of four"? 


i innot replace facts. Facts speak louder than words. 


bviously the representative of Vietnam had a reason for choosing this 
rticular time to manufacture a lie. In March of this year the Vietnamese 

iuthorities convened a carefully planned "scientific" conference in 

der to start an uproar against China. A so-called "scholar" came on 

tage pretending to be a researcher and spouted a stream of empty rhetoric, 
iying that China considers its ideology to be "the pinnacle of the age." 
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PARTY AND STATE 


AN FENG'S ‘CRITIQUE’ OF ‘TWO COMBINF INTO ONE’ REPUDIATED 


Shanghai XUE SHU YUE KAN [ACADEMIC MONTHLY] in Chinese No 6, 20 Jun 79 
[Article by Li Minsheng [2621 2404 3932] “Comments on Guan Feng's 
‘Critique’ of "Two Combine Into One’” 
[Text] The 1964 critique, in philosophical circles, of “two combine into 
" was eng inee red singlehandedly by the so-called “theoretical authori- 


within the party. The ruffian of the philosophical front Guan Feng 
6912], abetted Dy th.se “theoretical authorit ies,” served as the 
itchet man who attacked and framed Comrade Yang Xianzhen [2799 
S791), writing, under the pen name of Sa Renxing (2320 0088 52851), 
un article titled “"‘Two Combine Into One’ Is the Philosophical Founda- 
ion tor the Theory of Class Compromise,"* which stopped at nothing to 
slander Comrade Yang Xianzhen. During the Cultural kevolution, he be- 
me a daring counterrevolutionary vanguard for Lin Biao and the "gang 
f four” in their attacks on the party, and many of the old generation 
proletarian revolutionaries bear the scars of wounds inflicted by 
m. Unless we square accounts on this ruffian'’s countless crimes in 
the field of theory, it will be difficult to suppress the publi indig- 
nation of theoretical workers. 


Feng stupidly said, “Those who adhere to ‘two combine into one’ 
idhere to Yang Xianzhen's philosophy of ‘two combine into one’,” 
reating a startling implication on the theoretical front. At one strok« 
an Feng had charged “two combine into one", in everyone's minds, with 
ing “opposed to dialectical materialism," “opposed to class struggle,” 
“repudiation of the Proletarian Revolution and the Dictatorship of the 
‘roletariat,” “serving the interests of the bourgeoisie," and “arguing 
in defense of capitalism” Therefore, the thorough repudiation of the 
irameup of lies that were forced on Comrade Yang Xianzhen and the mass 
f theoretical workers by Guan Feng and that “ther retical authority” 
crucial to extirpation of the pernicious influence of Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four” und restoration of the good Miurxist study style of 


eeking truth trom facts. 


* 














xy Feng said: “One divid into two is the essence of dialectics, it 
the most fundamental law of all things, the law of unity of opposites.” 

te noicily asserted that “one divides into two" was the whole of dialec- 
tics, and does not allow amyone to carry on scientific research by seeking 


ith trom facts with regard to this philosophical category. If anyone 
ilc have a different opinion, Cuan Feng brandishes a big stick and loudly 


imors chat this “is the fundamental divergence between upholding dialec- 
materialism and opposing dialectical materialism; it is the diver- 


retwe the Marxist-Leninist theory of class struggle and the theory 
se; it is the fundamental divergence between the world 
1 revolutionary proletariat and the world view of the bourgeoisie.” 
‘ve that to reduce the world view of the proletariat to "one divides 
two" is preposterous, and is a fundamental distortion of Marxism 
ism. The mplete world view of che proletariat is dialectical 


terialism and historical materialism. Lenin pointed out: "This work 
nmmunist Manifesto) expounds a new world view in a talented and 


ughly distinct y.®, a thorough materialism that includes social 
within it, the de st and most comprehensive development theory dia- 
» as well as a thi of the world historical revolutionary mission 
taxen by those cieators | the class struggle and a new communist 
ety, the proletariat. With regard to “one divides into two,” and 
hilo hical category, we must make a scientific determination of its 
mrade Mao Zedong never acknowledged that “one divides into two” 


iil and complete expression of the law of unity of opposites, and 


| did he reduce the world view of the proletariat to nothing more 
» livides into two.” 


rawing on a great number of examples in nature and in human society, 
mrade Mao Zedong incisively explained that "one divides into two” is 
ersal in the objective world, and that this has a great significance. 


r, it was not Comrade Mao Zedong who first proposed the philosophi- 
itegory, “one divides into two." When Lenin said, in "A Talk on 
, that “The division of a unity is into two parts,” his meaning 
divides into two,” it « ld translated “one divides into two," 
translated “one divides into two" in the past. In the essay, "A 
Mialectic” in the book, “Lenin on Marx, Engels, and Marxi~3,” 
, Jun 1953, second edition), Engels said, "One divides into two, 
ur knowledge of component parts of its contradiction, are 
nee f dialectic.” enin certainly did not say here that “one 
ito two” the law of unity of opposites or that it is the 


ilectic, but that it, as well as "our knowledge of the com 


rt t its contradiction, are the essence of dialectic.” Know- 
tl mponent part ff its ntradiction include the identity, 
, relativity and al lutes, the generality and individuality, 
transtormation of opposites in contradictions, and other abundant 
Therefore, there is no basis for the view that “one divides into 

















is the “full and complete expression" of the law of unity of opposites, 
inevitably leads to obscuring much of the rich content of the law of 
mit opposites and inevitably falls into onesidedness. Therefore, we 
cannot use "one divides into two" to embrace everything, to stand for every- 
thing. In expounding on the law of the unity of opposites, Lenin emphasized 
that we must explain and develop the law of the unity of opposites. In 
“On Contradiction" Comrade Mao Zedong also pointed out, “In studying this 
ww, we cannot but touch on a variety of questions, on a number of philoso- 
cal problems.” In "On Contradiction," he said that the law of unity of 
pposites is the fundamental law of nature, society, and human thought, 
und developed the universality of contradiction and its militancy, as well 


as the relationships between them and similar content of various kinds, 
greatly enriching Marxist philosophical thought. 
lan Feng stubbornly classified all those inexpressible contents of the 
ategory “one divides into two," such as the identity of contradiction, 


the relationship between the identity of contradiction and the militancy of 
mtradiction, and the world view of the proletariat, under the phrase, 
ne divides into two." We believe that this kind of random extension of 
ividual Marxist propositions, in a style of sublime words with deep mean- 
carries a deep coioration of feudal classicism. Lin Biao and the "gang 
ur’ promoted this decadent feudal classical style of study on a grand 
, touting things like "boundless radiance," one sentence equals 10,000 
ences, and such fallacies, recklessly trampling on the science of 
sm, and putting our theoretical work in serious peril. By turning 
divides into two" into an absolute and blowing it up out of all pro- 
portion, by viewing contradiction's “one divides into two" and "two com 
bine into one" as absolutely incompatible opposites and totally rejecting 
che viewpoint of "two combine into one," they attacked and framed up a 
case against those comrades who particularly adhered to this viewpoint. 


Feng said that "two combine into one” was the "fundamental principle 
the metaphysical world view,” “an out-and-out mechanistic theory of 
physics," a “theory of fusion of contradictions," a "philosophy of 

exclusion of struggle between contradictions," etc., all of which was a 
wilete fallacy. 


explaining that "The splitting in two of a single whole and the cogni- 

of its contradictory parts is the essence of dialectics," Lenin pointed 
ut that we should refer to Philo's comment on Heraclitus: "A whole is 
mposed of two opposites, and when it is separated into two halves, these 
two opposites become apparent. "2 He also added symbols to call further 
ittention to this passage. We feel that this passage explains very simply 
the opposite and complementary relaticnship between "one divides into two" 


and “two combine into one.” 














In “On Contradiction" Comrade Mao Zedong quoted Lenin: "Lenin said, ‘The 
unity (coincidence, identity, combination) of opposites is conditional, 
temporary, transitory, relative.'"* We will not discuss here the method 

of translating Lenin's original text. All we wish to do is point out that 
the concept of "combination" and its category has existed in Marxist philo- 
sophical writings for a long time. Marx said: "This kind of direct unity, 
the combination of production with consumption and the combination of con- 
sumption with production, does not exclude their two immediate existences." 
Lenin said, "The concept of ‘combination’ has this kind of meaning, that 

we must be adept at utilizing state power to protect the material welfare 
and spiritual welfare of the entire united proletariat and not let them be 
violated by that state power. If the present circumstances do not require 
combination, and if combination has already been accomplished, already com- 
bined into one, [in italics] we can then call a congress to concretely dis- 
cuss actual experience...." In the above quotes, Marx and Lenin use the 
concept “combine into one" to have the same meaning as "two combine into 
one." Marxism recognizes that subjective dialectics, dialectic thought, is 
nothing more than the expression of activity in the natural world and in 
human history. We believe that the crux of the matter is not in quotes 
from classical writers on "combine" or “combine into one," but that since 
there are ample manifestations of "two combine into one" in the objective 
world, you can't deny the objective content expressed by "two combine into 
one," and you can't deny the scientific significance of the philosophical 
category, "two combine into one." 


In objective things there are divisions and combinations; this is a fact 
that no one can deny. It would be unimaginable for the world to divide 
endlessly and never combine. For example, in physiology, when a sperm and 
egg combine to form a zygote, it is a model of "two combine into one." 
Could ‘t be that such a numerous and often-seen occurrence, by being labeled 
things like "theory of fusion of contradictions," would not continue to 
exist or would change in character? Clearly, this is impossible. There- 
fore, just as "one divides into two" is universal in the objective world, 
"two combine into one" is universal in the objective world as well. Com 
bination reactions in chemistry, unions and combinations in political 
struggle, and synthesis in philosophy all contain the idea of "two combine 
into one." However, truth is objective. "Two combine into one" can only 
be an objective expression, and cannot be employed subjectively, at will, 
just as “one divides into two,” if used subjectively, at will, would 
surely degenerate into metaphysics and idealism. 


We believe that "two combine into one” explains the identity of contradic- 
tions from one aspect, one angle, explains the mutual ties, mutual depen- 
dence, of the two sides of a contradiction cast in a single unity, and 
certainly does not deny the opposition, exclusion, and struggle between 
the two sides of a contradiction. As for how things can "combine two into 
one," how can "one divide into two?" These questions, as well as some 
other questions on the law of unity of opposites, cannot be answered by 
this concept and category of “two combine into one." We can't start from 





the concept of “two combine into one" and extend the principle to answer 
these questions. These questions require us to summarize and research large 
amounts of natural and social phenomena and seek among them some law before 
we can provide any scientific explanation. We believe that "two combine 
into one" explains the law of unity of opposites from one aspect, but to 

say that it includes the complete content of the law of unity of opposites 
would be similarly unscientific. 


To deliberately misinterpret "two combine into one" as the theory of fusion 
of contradictions, Guan Feng concocted the story that Comrade Yang Xianzhen 
had “called the law of unity of opposites ‘only the inseparable connection 
between opposites'."” Here are the few quotes he took from Comrade Yang 
Xianzhen: 


The meaning of “unity of opposites" is that the two things that are opposite 
are inseparably connected. 


The so-called unity is the inseparable connection. If we are determined to 
break that inseparable connection and seize only one side, it would be 
artificial and a violation of the thing's nature. 


ihe above thesis was generalized by Guan Feng as being the basic viewpoint 
{ Comrade Yang Xianzhen's theory of “two combine into one." From the 
above we can see that what Comrade Yang Xianzhen referred to as "the two 
things that are opposite are inseparably connected” is the identity of 
contradiction. There has been no indication here that the whole law of 
unity of opposites is nothing more than the inseparable connection. 


Guan Feng foolishly said, “acknowledging that ‘the two sides of a contradic- 
tion are inseparably connected'" is tantamount to “rejecting the philosophy 
that the two sides of a contradiction are mutually transformed under certain 
circumstances, and leads inevitably to the theory of class compromise, lead- 
ing even to the denial of the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship 

of the proletariat." We believe that if the two sides of a contradiction 
are coexisting in a single unity, the connections between them are unbreak- 
able. When the heart's atrium contracts, blood goes through a passageway 
into the ventricle. After the blood passes from the atrium into the vea- 
tricle, it is forced from the ventricle into the arteries, and carried 
separately to the Lungs and all parts of the body. Afterward, blood that 
has passed through the veins returns again to the atrium of the heart. 

This forms the blood circulation of the human body. In the connection 
between the atrium and the ventricle is completely broken off, blood cir- 
culation will stop, human life will also cease, and the heart will die as 
well. Therefore we must, in accordance with objective dialectics, accurately 
acknowledge the existence of this kind of relative inseparable connection. 


Guan Feng viewed the militancy of contradiction and the inseparable connec- 
tion between the two sides of a contradiction as absolutely incompatible 
opposites, and he employed the militancy of contradiction to erase, invalidate, 











and deny the relative inseparable connection between the two sides of a con- 
tradiction, a typical bit of metaphysics. According to Guan Feng's logic, 
acknowledgement of the struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie 
did not permit acknowledgement of an inseparable connection between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, and acknowledgement of this kind of connec- 
tion would lead to the theory of class compromise. Guan Feng said: 


in a class society, ideology is always class ideology. Opposing ideas are 

always an expression of class opposition. Comrade Yang Xianzhen has gone 

to great pains to join together these two opposing ideologies, to deny the 

Struggle between the two ideologies. This is the manifest form of the 

theory of class compromise. In publicizing this thing, he is carrying on 
truggle against revolutionary dialectic and against the class struggle 
theories of Marxism-Leninism, intending to substitute metaphysics for dialec- 

tic, and replace the theory of class struggle with the theory of class om 

promise. 


We should first point out here that Guan Feng's “Opposing ideas are always 
in expression of class opposition" is a reactionary argument for the expan- 
sion of class struggle. We believe that some opposing ideas are expressions 
of class opposition and some are not, and that we cannot generalize about 
them but must make concrete analyses. For example, in mathematics, the 
different ideas of the different schools of Euclidean and non-Euclidean 
plane geometry (Lobachevsky's plane geometry, Riemann's plane geometry, 
etc.) are not expressions of class opposition. In academic circles, some 
evaluations of Laozi's philosophy find it to be materialistic and some 
‘ind him to be idealistic, and these differing academic ideas cannot be 

sid to be any “expression of class opposition." Secondly, in Guan Feng's 
view, connection is equivalent to compromise, and to connect two opposing 
ideas is to deny the struggle between the ideas, and this is a fundamental 
violation of Marxism-Leninism. Engels pointed out that a characteristic 
of metaphysical thinking is “isolation of things and processes in the 
natural world and carrying out an examination of them without reference 
to their wide-ranging connections." Lenin pointed out, "To solve problems 
in social science, to properly acqui:: the skill to deal with these pro- 
»lems accurately without getting entangled in a lot of particulars or dis- 
putes, to view these problems with a scientific sight, the most reliable, 
most necessary, most important thing is not to forget their basic histori- 
cal connections."/ We believe that connecting the two opposing ideologies 
is compatible with dialectics. Not only opposing ideologies, but opposing 
classes, opposing concepts, categories, and all opposing components are 
like this, that because of certain circumstances, on one side they are 
mutually opposed, mutually exclusive, and on the other side they are 
mutually connected, mutually joined, mutually linked togethwer, mutually 
permeated, and mutually dependent. 


According to Guan Feng's logic, it is impossible, in the struggle between 
proletarian ideology and bourgeois ideology, to connect the two opposing 
class ideologies of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. However, if 








two ideologies cannot be connected together, how can they struggle? 
Milictancy resides in identity, and the struggle between proletarian ideology 
ind bourgeois ideology resides in the connection between proletarian ideo- 
logy and bourgeois ideology. 


One important bit of historical experience from our country's socialist 
revolution is that in carrying out class struggle, we must start from the 
concrete historical connection between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, 
ind determine our strategy of struggle. The method of fighting at random, 
in isolation from the concrete historical connection between the proletariat 
ind the bourgeoisie is certainly not a Marxist strategy or tactic. Guan 
Feng viewed the struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and 

the concrete historical connection between them as absolutely incompatible 
opposites, an example of out-and-out metaphysics. 


‘he law of unity of opposites is comprehensive and concrete. Comrade 

‘Mao Zedong pointed out: “The two aspects of a contradiction are identical, 

ind they struggle, and this sets in motion the movement and transformation 

of things." This tells us that mutual combination of a conditional relative 

identity and an unconditional absolute militancy forms the contradiction 

‘n all things. It is similarly impossible for the contradictory action of 

things to be separated from identity. Guan Feng completely separated the 
‘ctical relationships of militancy of the contradiction and identity 

ontradiction and used this to exaggerate the militancy and deny the 

parable connection between the two aspects of a contradiction. This is 
mplete violation of the law of unity of opposites. 


Cuan Feng tacked another label on "two combine into one": “a decadent 
bourgeois world view." 


What is a bourgeois world view? The bourgeois world view is the bourgeois 

rem of thought, it starts from the class position of the bourgeoisie and 
is their fundamental way of looking at a series of fundamental questions on 
the universe, society, mankind, etc. It must at least include the ideology 
ind viewpoint that defends capitalist exploitation. Something that does 
not have these basic contents cannot be referred to carelessly as a bour- 
geois world view. 


‘“fwo combine into one" is a philosophical category first proposed by ancient 
Chinese thinkers. In the Ming Dynasty, more than 300 years ago, Fang Yizhi 
(2455 0110 2535) proposed the concept “two combine into one" in "Dongxi 

fun" [2639 6007 0971], and at that time there was no bourgeoisie in China, 
so equating "two combine into one” with the bourgeois world view is absurd. 


In order to say that “two combine into one" is evil, Guan Feng fabricated 
the myth that all of the opportunities and revisionists in the history of 
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international communist movement were believers in “two combine into one." 


This is the so-called “hiscorical investigation" for which Guan Feng is so 
self-satisfied. He said, “The historical bourgeois and petty bourgeois 
socialists and revisionists," “although the pattern of their comments are 
reconditioned, they remain essentially the same despite all changes, and 

at bottom, there is nothing that is not the philosophy of ‘two combine 

into one.'" Through Guan Feng's “investigation,” Puludong, Dulin, Boenshi- 
tan, Kautsky, and even up to Buhelin, all adhered to the philosophy of “two 
combine into one.” Thus occurs a startling miracle: when Marx criticized 
Puludong, he did not discover that Puludong advocated "two combine into 
one;" when Engels criticized Dulin, he did not discover thatDulin advocated 
“two combine into one; and when Lenin criticized Boenshitan, Kautsky, and 
Buhelin, he did not discover that they all believed in “two combines into 
one,” but all these men were found out by Guan Feng. I fear that the 
spirits of Puludong, Dulin, Boenshitan, Kautsky, and Buhelin in heaven 
should be acclaimed as remarkable, because they didn't discover for them- 
selves that they believed in “two combine into one,” but had to be dis- 
covered by Guan Feng? 


Using only Guan Feng's comment on Puludong as an example, let's see how he 
fabricated history. Cuan Feng wrote: 


On the basis of the world view and methodology of his philosophy, he under- 
stood the unity of opposites to be a mechanical integration of a "bad" 
aspect and a "good" aspect. Then in accordance with this he advocated the 
reform of capitalism, elimination of capitalism's “bad” aspect, and 
establishment of a so-called "good" capitalism. This is also to say that 
when he spoke of the unity of opposites, what he was in fact talking about 
was the compromise of opposites, the reconciliation of opposites. At the 
root, there was nothing that was not "two combine into one." 


This was the complete content of Guan Feng's proof that Puludong was a 
believer in "two combine into one." However, from his complete "“investi- 
gation" of Puludong, we see that since Puludong did not propose the philoso- 
phical category, "two combine into one," he also did not express any view 

of this category. How can it not be the biggest joke in the world to 

label Puludong this way with “At the root, there was nothing that was not 
‘two combine into one'"? 


it is common knowledge that Puludong, Dulin, Boenshitan, and Kautsky were 
opportunists, revisionists, and advocates of class compromise. This is a 
separate question from whether or not they advocated the theory of "two 
combine into one" in philosophy. As for saying that the theory of class 
compromise, etc., is the same as “two combine into one," this precisely 

is a question that has not been proved. The purpose of Guan Feng's 
"historical investigation" was to prove this question. However, the laugh- 
able thing is that his proof violates che minimum common knowledge of for- 
mal logic. Common knowledge of formal logic tells us that the grounds of 
an argument cannot depend on the proposition for proof. This is because 
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the authenticity of the proposition depends on the grounds of the argument 
for proof, and if the grounds of the argument depend on the proposition 

for their proof, this going around in circles is called a circular proof. 
Therefore, no matter what Guan Feng says about Puludong advocating the 
theory of class compromise, it cannot be said to prove that he believed in 
“two combines into one." The sentence, "At root, there was nothing that 
was not ‘two combine into one'” is nothing more than Guan Feng's pitiful 
subterfuge. Clumsy concoctions, proofs based on strained interpretations, 
and preposterous logic, these are the odious methods of Guan Feng's counter- 
feit history. 


More than 10 years have passed since the so-called critique of “two combine 
into one." History has no sentiment, and the great waves of history have 
washed away the “leftist" greasepaint that was daubed on Guan Feng's face, 
and people have come to recognize, from their own personal experience, the 
serious evil done to ideology and theory by the so-called critique of "two 
combine into one." 


in those years, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" made "one divides into two" 

an absolute and strongly promoted the so-called “struggle philosophy" 

that considered struggle to be everything. They only permitted the world 

“divide,” and did not permit the word “combine”; they only permitted the 
ed “struggle,” and did not permit talk of unity, or of connection, and 
is is metaphysics from start to finish, theimportant theoretical founda- 

tion for the ultra-left revisionist line of Lin Biao and the "gang for 


four.” 


Now it is even more important that we move forward in clearing up the 
theoretical rights and wrongs, and the many theoretical questions concern- 
ing “one divides into two" and “two combine into one" that were thrown into 
chaos by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," and which still await penetrating 
discussion and research by theoretical workers. All that is necessary is 
that we conscientiously eliminate the abominable study style of the party 
lords and academic barons, Lin Biao and the "gang of four," as well as 
Guan Feng, and develop scientific democracy, and we will be able to en- 
courage our theoretical work to pcvusper a little, as a contribution towara 
implementation of the Four Modernizations? 


FOOTNOTES 


1. See GUANGMING RIBAO, 14 Aug 64. This article was included in "On the 
Question of ‘One Divides Into Two' and 'Two Combine Into One',” (Vol 
3), published 1964 by Sanlian Bookstore. Further quotes from this 
article will not be separately noted. 


"Selected Works of Lenin" Vol 2 p 578. 
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3. Lenin, "Notes on Philosophy" RENMIN CHUBANSHE 1960 p 396. 
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4. “Selected Works of Mao Zedong." The original text of July 1952 was like 
this. Later, the “combination” in this quote was changed to “equal 
action.” 

"Selected Works of Marx and Engel" Vol 2 p 93. 

6. “Selected Works of Marx and Engels” Vol 3 p 60. 


“Collected Works of Lenin” Vol 29 p 430 
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i) STATE 


'GUANCMLNG RIBAO' ON LENIN'S CRITICISM OF ‘PROLETARIAN STRUGGLE’ 
HKO91150 Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 27 Dec 79 p 4 HK 


‘Article by Jia Chunfeng [6328 2504 1496]: “Lenin's Criticism of the 
‘Philosophy of ProletarianStruggle'"] 


i\Text} In Qopon the leaders of the anti-~Bolshevik Otzovist Faction 
(Zhao Hui Pai 0664 0932 3175}, ultimatumist faction [Zui Hou Tong Die Pai2584 
0638 6639 3655 3175] and diety-making faction [Zhou Shen Pai 6644 4377 
} 7/5) within the Russian party such as Bogdanov, Lunacharsky and Alexinsky 
ind so forth set up a capri party school on the Isle eof Capri. This was 
r of the above-mentioned three factions in their joint factional 
\ties to oppose the party. In the syllabus of the Capri school, 
-here was the slogan “The philosophy of the proletarian struggle” which 
Lenin sharply repudiated in a specially written letter. He said: 





"Finally take the syllabus of the Capri school. (f the four sections, 
one (the third) is headed: ‘The philosophy of the ,roletarian struggle.’ 
In the international social-democratic movement theie are tens and hundreds 
(if not thousands) of syllabuses for propaganda ciasses cf the same type. 
But nowhere will you find: ‘The philosophy of the proletarian struggle.’ 
There is the philosophical materialism of Marx and Engels, but nowhere is 
there the ‘philosophy of the proletarian struggle.’ And no social- 
democrat in Europe wili understand what it is all about. The only people 
who will understand are those who are conversant with the works of the 
ohilosophers Stanislav (A. Volsky), Bogdanov, Lunacharsky and Bazarov. 
3efore teaching the ‘philosophy of the proletarian struggle," such a 
philosophy must be invented. It has been and is the only occupation of 
the above-mentioned groups of the new faction to invent this special 
ohilesophy, which swears more and more often by the word ‘proletarian’ 

as it moves further way from the proletarian world outlook." (Lenin: 
Collected Works, Vol 15, pp 477-478) 


‘he slogan "philosophy of the proletarian struggle" adopted by Bogdanov 

was imbued with the words "proletariat" and "struggle." Was it not 
revolutionary enough? However, Lenin at once saw through the anti-Marxist 
ssence of this "special philosophy." 
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fo Lenin, the scientific world outlook of the proletariat and its political 
parties should only be the materialism of Marx and Engels, that is, dialec- 
tical materialism and historical materialism, but not the so-called 
“philosophy of the proletarian struggle." In the international proletarian 
ovement, no such “philosophy of the proletarian struggle" can be found 

in various documents and propaganda materials of any genuine proletarian 
political party, because this philosophy is a "special philosophy" 
particularly used for forming factions and carrying out factional activities 
it has nothing in common with the world outlook of the proletariat and its 
political parties. 

The adoption of the slogan “philosophy of the proletarian struggle" was the 
newest “invention” of Bogdanov and others. It was by no means fortuitous that 
Bogdanov and so forth invented this kind of “special philosophy," because 

it was the philosophical representative work of the prominent figures of the 
Otzovist faction, ultrimatumist faction and deity-creating faction inside the 
Russial social-democratic party for carrying out their antiparty political 
programs and ideological systems. 


in the period of the Stolypin reaction following the failure of the 1905 
revolution, the revolution was at its temporary low ebb. Under the new 
ircumstances and situation, while carrying out the struggle against the 
so-called “Liquidationist faction" which tried to liquidate the revolution 
irom the right, the party led by Lenin implemented its correct line and 
unswervingly opposed the anti-party activities of the Otzovist faction, 
iltimatumist faction and deity-creating faction under the cloak of "leftist" 
phraseology. The so-called Otzovist faction was an independent group which 
insisted on recalling the representatives of the social-democratic party 
from the state duma, refusing to join trade unions, cooperatives and other 
lawful and semilawful mass organizations. This group objected to the party 
using legal forms of struggle, which thereby forced the party to separate 
itself from the masses and land in a state of seclusion and isolation. 
therefore, Lenin called it a "new liquidationist faction" or "Mensheviks in a 
lisguised form." There was no distinction in nature between the ultimatumist 
faction and the Otzovist faction. The ultimatumist faction maintained that 
an ultimatum should be issued first to the Duma's social-democrat group. If 
it was not accepted, the social-democat party should recall its representatives 
from the Duma. Therefore, it was called a “covert Otzovist faction" or a 
"coy Otzovist faction" as described by Lenin. The deity-creating faction 
was a literary, religious and philosophical school of thought which was 
hostile to Marxism. It distorted the scientific theories of socialism and 
advocated establishing a new “socialist™ religion, trying to make Marxism 
compromise with religions. 


|HKO91155] In so far as the nature and forms of expression were concerned, 
the above-mentioned three factions possessed common features, that is, 

"they openly gave up the glorious traditions of the veteran Bolsheviks estab- 
lished in the flames of the revolution before the revolutionary period and 
flaunted the ‘revolutionary’ and ‘leftist’ banner.” (Lenin: Collected 
Works, Vol 15, p 331) They treated reality by simply using high-flown 

words and prating about "thorough revolution" and "firm struggle." They 
“inappropriately repeated a fragment of the ideas contained in Bolshevik 
documents" and concealed their departure from Marxism in principle by 
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cine a phrase or two." Lenin vividly and profoundly pointed out that 
e factional activities "were originated from the left" and were a 
lumsy political satirical drawing which had distorted Bolshevism" 
Lenin: Collected Works, Vol 15, pp 330-331) the common political views 
and ideological system combined the three antiparty factions together. 
Understanding this, we will not feel strange at all why the banner 
"philosophy of the proletarian struggle" was openly flaunted in the 
syllabus of the Capri school, a party school jointly established by the 
three factions. This “philosophy of the proletarian struggle” had a close 
inner link with their antiparty political views and their whole ideological 
system. The “philosophy of the proletarian struggle” was their philosophical 
outline in their political guiding principle and ideological system for oppos- 
ing the party and Lenin's correct line. Their antiparty factional activities 
were the manifestation of this “special philosophy" in their political 


practice. 


Therefore, to assess the nature of “special philosophy" invented by bogdanov 
and others, we must not just look at its banner and labels. We must ascertain 
its essence, because the farther its inventors departed from the proletarian 
world outlook, the more frequently they would use the word "proletariat" and 
the idler the boasts they would make about “revolution” and “struggle.” 


‘retically speaking, the so-called “philosophy of struggle” is contrary 
‘ience. Lenin said: "“Dialectics is the teaching which shows how 
ites can be and how they happen to be (how they become) identical-- 
what conditions they are identical, becoming transformed into one 
inother--why the human mind should not grasp these opposites as dead and 


ricid but as living, conditional, mobile things becoming transformed into 
one another." (Lenin: Collected Works, Vol 38, p 109) While talking about 
the nature of dialectics, Lenin also pointed out: "The formula that 


opposites can be unified and identical reflects such a nature.” (Lenin: 

Collected Works, Vol 38, p 285) Comrade Mao Zedong said: "Between 

opposites in a contradiction there is at once unity and struggle, and it 

is this that impels things to move and change.” (Mao Zedong: Selected Works, 

Vo! 5, p 392) From the viewpoint of Marxist dialectics, struggle and unity 
as the two basic natures of a contradiction that cannot be separated and 
annot exist in isolation. People can only grasp struggle amid unity and 
unity amid struggle. Therefore, if we only admit the struggle of contradic- 
tion and negate its unity, which Engels criticized, we will “advertise only 
1 one-sided ‘'struggle." (Marx and Engels: Complete Works, Vol 20, p 652) 

Just like the view of negating struggle and only stressing unity, this 

can only be a one-sided and narrow metaphysical view. 

in practice, if we apply this so-called "philosophy of struggle" to the 
political life of the party and state, we are liable to enlarge class 
struggle and extensively sabotage the democratic life inside the party 

and among the people. Of course, while adhering to Marxist dialectics, 

we must also oppose the tendencies of indiscriminately negating struggle 

ind only stressing unity. However, while talking about struggle, we should 
proceed from objective reality and strictly observe the principle of 

seeking truth from facts. On no account should we "adopt a leftist attitude 
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towari everything,” prefer being left to right, elevate minor mistakes 

to che level of principles, treat ideological problems as political ones 
ind take the contradictions among the people as contradictions between 
uurselves and the enemy. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and their like 
vigorously preached that the “opposites of all contradictions is charac- 
terized by ‘facing everything in opposition,'” and that "we will advance 
nce we fight, otherwise we will slip back, collapse and become revisionists.’ 
It was amid such hue and cry that they sabotaged political unity and 
stability, making workers unable to work, peasants unable to go in for 
farming, cadres unable to do their job and students unable to study. They 
inflicted enormous calamities upon our country and people. 


History is a mirror. Today when the work focus of the whole party has been 

shifted to building our country into a modern and strong socialist power, 

to again study Lenin's criticism of the “philosophy of the proletarian 

struggle” is undoubtedly beneficial in deepening our criticism of the ultra- 

leftist line deliberately created and pursued by Lin Piao and the “gang 
four” and in eliminating the pernicious influence and effects of the 

‘philosophy of struggle” they advocated. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


"BA Yt RADIO’ ON ‘HISTORICAL FACTS’ OF ZUNYI MEETING 
OW121118 Ba Yi Radio [clandestine] in Mandarin to China 1490 GMT 11 Jan 80 OW 


[Text] Restoring the historical truths of our party and our army is the 
most important task of those working today on the history of the party and 
army. It is regrettable that although more than 3 years have passed since 
Mao Zedong passed away, no one yet has had the courage to write truthfully 
about the historical facts of the Zunyi meeting. This of course is because 
historians still have Lingering fears and are afraid of offending the 

great image of the leader. But, even more important, it is because they 
ire frightened by two speeches made by leading comrades (?before and after) 
the 3d plenary session of the llth CCP Central Cormittee and they are 
worried, 


Suppressed historical records and the recollections of many veteran comrades 
from that time prove that the Zunyi meeting was far from being as great as 

it was repeatedly acclaimed to be prior to Chairman Mao's death. The fact 

was that the meeting reorganized the party's central leading organ in 
violation of the party constitution, because the enlarged meeting of the 
political bureau had no right to reorganize the central leading organ. 
Moreover, fewer than half of the political bureau members attended the 
meeting, and many who attended were not even members of the Central Committee. 
During the meeting, Mao Zedong and Lin Biao, who attended the meeting in 

his capacity as commander of the first army, relying on the military power 
then in their hands, threatened to split the party and the army and forced 
the meeting to adopt a resolution to relieve Comrade Qin Bangxian and 

Comrade Zhou Enlai of their respective duties as general secretary and 
chairman of the Military Commission. In the more than 40 years since 

Mao Zedong replaced Zhou Enlai as chairman of the Military Commission, 

we had persistently followed a mountain-stronghold mentality and sectarianism, 
built up his personal influence and arrogated all party, government and 
military powers to himself. 


As the old saying goes, “past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide to 
the future." Today, truthfully reporting the historical facts of the Zunyi 
meeting is not only for the purpose of restwring historical truths, but also 
for the purpose of learning a past lesson written in blood and preventing 
the historical tragedy from repeating itself. 
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Are there not people today who chant democratic hymns while engaging in 
activities to strangle democracy? Whoever rubs them the wrong way, offends 
their dignity, has doubts about current principles and policies, or 

expresses different opinions will be accused of being antiparty and betraying 
his country and will be sentenced to more than 10 years In prison. 


At the 4th plenary session of the party's llth Central Committee, someone 
[You Ren 2589 0086] merely suggested that the Central Committee should 
practice division of labor and responsibility and opposed concentrating 
party, government and army powers in the hands of one person, and as a result 
was dismissed from office and transferred to a lower level. In the past 
year, among the middle and high ranking cadres demobilized and retired 

from the army, more than 1,200 were purged because they expressed doubis 
about the necessity to attack Vietnam or criticized the operational 
principles. All indications show that there again are people in the Central 
Committee who are bent on restoring the state of affairs of the period of 
feudal, fascist dictatorship and vainly attempting to make the whole party, 
the whole army and the people of the whole country blindly trust and obey, 
as before, a wise and great idol. Under the circumstances, it is of even 
greater immediate significance tc sum up the historical lesson of the Zunyi 
meeting in timely fashion and to clarify the truths of the Zunyi meeting. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


TIANJIN FORMS ELECTION COMMITTEE TO IMPROVE ELECTORAL WORK 
SK130518 Tianjin City Service in Mandarin 2330 GMT 11 Jan 80 SK 


[Excerpts] To strengthen the leadership over electoral work, the Tianjin 
Municipal Election Committee was officially established on 11 Janvary. 

The main tasks of the municipal election committee are to implement the 
electoral law of the PRC for the NPC and local people's congresses of all 
levels and the organic law of the local people's congresses and local 
people's governments of the PRC adopted at the second session of the 

Fifth NPC and to organize and guide the electoral work in the municipality 
under the leadership of the municipal revolutionary committee. 


je members of the municipal election committee consist of leaders of the 
municipal CCP and revolutionary committees, responsible persons of various 
democratic parties, people's organizations and departments concerned as 
well as representatives of various circles. The chairman of the Tianjin 
Municipal Election Committee is Yan Dakai; the vice chairmen are Wang Yifu, 
Zhou Zhutao, Zhao Jun, Lu Da, (Li Huasheng), Wang Peiren, (Wang Jifei), 

and (Zhu Ziqiang). 


In the wake of its establishment, the municipal election committee held its 
first session. The session, presided over by Yan Dakai, studied and dis- 
cussed the question of how to carry out the electoral work successfully 

in various districts and counties. It is necessary, the session stressed, 
to strengthen the leadership over the electoral work, grasp it as an 
important task, give full play to democracy, act in accordance with the law 
and follow the mass line so as to insure its smooth progress. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BRIEFS 


JILIN DEMOCRACY FORUMS--The Jilin Provincial Scientific Socialism Society, 
the jurisprudence society and the editorial departments of JILIN RIBAO and 
the journal NEW LONG MARCH jointly sponsored two forums on 17 December and 

5 January respectively in Changchun, to discuss the questions of democracy 
versus centralism and democracy versus laws. Attending the forums were 
members of the two societies currently in Changchun, scholars and professors 
of institutions of higher learning, theoretical workers of the party schools 
of the Jilin Provincial CCP Committee and the Changchun Municipal CCP 
Committee and representatives from departments concerned. (Dong Shu), 
director of the propaganda department of the provincial CCP Committee, 
addressed the forums. The participants in the forum stressed that in 
carrying out democratic centralism, it is necessary to guard against ultra- 
democracy on the one hand and any act to suppress democracy on the other. 
{SK150552 Changchun Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 CMT 13 Jan 80 SK] 


GANSU DEMOCRATIC PARTY MEETINGS--Several meetings of democratic parties and 
of the Federation of Industry and Commerce ended on 31 December in Lanzhou 
Municipality. They include the Fourth Gansu Provincial Congress of the 
Kuomintang Revolutionary Committee, the Sixth Gansu Provincial Congress of 
the China Democratic League, the First Gansu Provincial Congress of the 
China Democratic National Construction Association, the Fourth Congress of 
Members of the Lanzhou Branch of the Jiu San Society, the first plenary 
session of the Lanzhou members branch of the China Association for Promoting 
Democracy and the Fourth Gansu Provincial Congress of members of the All- 
China Federation of Industry and Commerce. The meeting discussed and 
adopted their respective work reports and formulated their work plans. 

New leading groups were also elected. [SK160300 Lanzhou Gansu Provincial 
Service in Mandarin 1125 GMT 1 Jan 80 SK] 


LIAONING PROVINCIAL CCP FORUM--The Liaoning Provincial CCP Committee on 

7 January held a forum participated in by party committee secretaries from 

a number of counties. Comrade Zhang Xincun, secretary of the Liaoning 
Provincial CCP Committee attended and spoke at the forum. In his speech, 

he urged that rural areas, at present, concentrate their efforts to do a 

good job of implementing various management systems and the system of 
responsibility so as to directly integrate collective interest with individual 
interest. He stressed that in wresting an all-round agricultural bumper har- 
vest in 1980, we should basically depend on the policy guidelines on science 
and technology and on scientific management. [SK150558 Shenyang Liaoning 
Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 9 Jan 80 SK] 
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MLLITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PLA DAILY EDITORIAL HAILS MILITARY SPORTS CONGRESS 
OW110057 Beijing Domestic Service in Mandarin 1335 GMT 10 Jan 80 OW 


[JLEFANGJUN BAO editorial: "Promote Friendship, Defend Peace"--referent 
item reports date of editorial is 9 January] 


[Text] Amid the Chinese armymen and people's jubilance in proudly and 
happily marking the first new year of the 1980's, the 34th congress of 
the International Council of Military Sports is being ceremoniously 
held in Beijing. Attending the congress are friends of more than 

0 countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe and North America. 
They have brought with them treasured friendship of various countries’ 
people and armymen. We consider this as support and encouragement for 
the Chinese people and Chinese PLA, who are advancing toward the four 
modernizations. At this time when the distinguished guests have con- 
verged in our capital for this auspicious occasion, let us extend our 
warmest welcome to our friends from various countries. 


The purpose of the International Council of Military Sports is to contri- 
bute to world peace by promoting friendship among armymen of all member 
countries and developing sports. Over the past 3 decades and more since 
its inception, the council has been developing and maturing continuously 
and has now become a broadly representative international organization 

of military sports. In addition to its 78 member countries today, more 
than 30 other countries have been invited to participate in competition 
activities sponsored by this organizetion. Since this organization 
holds more than 40 international and regional competitions annually, it 
has done a great deal of work in promoting friendship among the armymen 
of various countries and in improving the standard of sports. We are 
indeed thankful for the kindness of the International Council of Military 
Sports for inviting the Chinese PLA to attend meetings and competitions 
it sponsored on many occasions and for approving the Chinese PLA's 
membership. Last January the delegation of the Chinese PLA formally 
announced its membership in the International Council of Military Sports 
and, entrusted by the 33d congress, the Chinese National Defense Ministry 
accepted the task of organizing the current congress. We sincerely hope 
that this congress can achieve the expected results, and we wish the 
congress great success, 
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The Chinese VLA sports activities have fine traditions. Sports training 
plays an important role in building up the physical health and improving 
the combat capability of the broad masses of commanders and fighters. 

In the International Sports arena, the athletes of the Chinese PLA have 
become increasingly active and have achieved gratifying results. However, 
our ievel in many sports events is still low. Participating in the 
activities sponsored by the International Council of Military Sports 
provides us a new opportunity to learn. We believe that, by learning 
from our friends from various countries and by helping each other, 

the level of our army's sports certainly will improve. 


China is a socialist country which ardently cherishes peace, and the 
Chinese PLA is a people's army entrusted with the tasks of defending 

the motherland and opposing aggression. We have always upheld the 
foreign policy of maintaining world peace and, in accordance with the 
five principles of peaceful coexistence, we have promoted friendly 
relations with all countries and resolutely oppose hegemonism. The 
USSR's recent armed invasion and occupation of Afghanistan is absolutely 
intolerable according to the principles of international relations and 
again opposes its hegemonism. The Chinese people will join the peace- 
loving people of a.l countries and carry out an untiring struggle against 
the Soviet hegemonists' acts of aggression. 


While in China, our friends can see that the Chinese people, after smashing 
the counterrevolutionary and conspiratorial clique of Lin Biao and the 
"sang of four," have united and started a new long march toward the four 
modernizations with much greater confidence. They can also see that the 
Chinese people work very hard everywhere and that a flourishing and 
prosperous atmosphere prevails everywhere. 


To achieve the four modernizations, we need a prolonged, peaceful inter- 
national environment. We are willing to promote mutual understanding 
and friendship with peoples and armies of various countries through 
friendly exchanges and work hard with them for the lofty cause of main- 
taining world peace. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


"BA YI RADIO' RAPS ARMY POLICY, CITES SUICIDE CASES 


OW150600 Ba Yi Radio [clandestine] in Mandarin to China 1400 GMT 
14 Jan 80 OW 


[Text] On 1 October National Day last year in Hangzhou Municipality, 

a demobilized scldier publicly doused himself with gasoline and set 
himself on fire with a match. As the flames instantly went up, the 
demobilized soldier wrapped himself around a tree on the sidewalk, 
screaming desperately several times before he burned to death. The 
tragic scene of the demobilized soldier burning himself to death 
horrified those watching him. Over a month later, on 21 and 27 November 
two demobilized soldiers committed suicide one after the other by lying 
on the rails at the south railway station in Shenyang. On 7 January 

this year, another demobilized cadre burned himself to death near 
(Donggulou) in Xian. It was reported that last May alone, over 460 trans- 
ferred, demobilized and retired soldiers in the country committed suicide 
by poisoning, hanging, lying on rails, burning, shootings and other ways. 
Except for 70 or so fighters who had completed their military service 

and two nurses of the (Bangpu) Military Hospital, all the others were 
veteran comrades with decades of military experience. Although there 
were differences in the reasons and nature of the suicides of the 
demobilized, transferred and retired soldiers, generally speaking the 
suicides resulted from unsatisfactory treatment and the despair of the 
individuals and their families about their iuture. Take the burning 
incident in Hangzhou for example. The soldier originally was a resident 
of Hangzhou. After demobilization, he was not allowed to return to 
settle in his hometown. As a measure to stress organizational distribu- 
tion, his census record, organization credentials and edible oil supply 
tickets were transferred to a rural area in another province. Because 

of this, he petitioned two times and wrote over 50 letters to the units 
concerned. But, like a stone sunk in the sea, no reply was ever received. 


lt goes without saying that the increase of similar suicide incidents is 
directly connected with the army cadre policy peddled by the chief leader 
of the military commission. Since the Cultural Revolution, tens of 
thousands of cadres have been purged throughout the army. Over half 

of them were expelled from the army in the past 5 years. Particularly 
since Comrade Deng Xiaoping assumed the post of chief of the PLA General 
Staff, some units have demobilized and transferred almost all the basic 
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backbone elements who took part in the "three support's and two military's." 
Even if such a method conformed with the guidelines of Vice Premier Deng's 
speech at the military commission, it was not humanely justifiable. The 
participation of the army in the "three support's and two military's” 

was an action on orders. The adoption of such policy with regard to army 
cadres has imperceptibly created new unjust and wrong verdicts. [Even 
among the 21 persons purged from the Ministry of National Defense after 
being named personally by Vice Premier Deng, only three had followed 

the “gang of four" and committee bad deeds in the past. The others 

were actually victims of the present power struggle among the leaders 

of the central authorities. The grievances of these comrades who suffered 
such unexpected calamities after joining the revolution for decades are 
well known. It is also natural that some of them could have committed 
suicide simply because they took things too hard. Today, rather than 
denounce these comrades for alienating themselves from the party and the 
revolution or for being disloyal in their late years, as some people 
alleged, it would be better to make a deepgoing review of the reactionary 
nature of the cadre policy corried out by the military commission of the 
CCP Central Committee in the past few years. Doing so would probably 

be beneficial to the entire army from top to bottom. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


SHANGHAI] MILITIA URGED TO RECEIVE STREET COMBAT TRAINING 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 1 Nov 79 p 4 


[Militia forum by Hong Kun ]1347 0981]: "Urban Militia Must Undergo 
Street Combat Training"] 


[Text] Shanghai, one of China's major cities, is a strategically important 
area which the enemy will have to conquer and we ourselves will have to 
defend at all costs in any future war against aggression. To prepare 
Shanghai to successfully defend itself in such a war, we must let militia 
there actively receive combat street training. Street fighting is a basic 
form of war for the control of a city. A review of Hitler's invasion of 
Stallingrad and Soviet Union's counter-offensives in defense of that city 
and the history of an resistance against the Japanese imperialist aggres- 
sion tell us that the full exploitation of all facilities and installa- 
tions in the city is essential to any success in repeatedly fighting the 
enemy street by street, block by block and house by house, in dealing 
blows to him and depleting his energy and in controlling and defending the 
city. 


Cities and towns are population-concentrated areas where well-developed 
industry and commerce, and abundant material resources can be exploited 

as great potentials to win the war against aggression. This is particular- 
ly true of a city like Shanghai, which can take advantage of its tall, 
solidly built and closely connected buildings, underground engineering 
systems, perfect communications network and complicated but easily acces- 
sible streets to carry out the street fightings. Only by mastering those 
street fighting skills through peacetime training and learning to take full 
advantage of these special urban resources can we be successful in defending 
Shanghai, in dealing fatal blows to the enemy and in winning the war 
against aggression. 


This form of street combat trainir, requires neither a large area nor 
sophisticated equipment. Every unit in Shanghai can provide for this type 
of training, which should start with a single militia learning basic skills 
and end up with complete knowledge of complicated street combat operations. 
\lthough we are in need of related instructions and instructors necessary 
to carry on this new type of street combat training, we can certainly do a 
good job in this field as long as we constantly sum up our related experi- 
ences, learn from each other and emulate established examples. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CADRE EVALUATION SYSTEM ADOPTED IN SHANGHAI AIR FORCE UNIT 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 31 Jul 79 p 2 


{Report by Sun Zhenchang [1327 2182 2409]: "Shanghai Air Force Unit 
Holds Cadre Discussion Meeting") 


[Text] Beginning from September 1978, an independent group of a certain 
air force unit has put into effect a cadre evaluation system. Under this 
system, cadres at the deputy chief of staff and higher levels have held 
six meetings to discuss and evaluate their achievements in work and learn- 
ing and workstyle. 


Each of these meetings was convened by the commander of this group or 
its political commissar. After listening to a speech by its convener, 
cadres present at each meeting were encouraged to express their views 
and launch criticism and self-criticism. The major topics of discussion 
at such meetings focused on cadres’ common achievements, commendable 
qualities and problems as well as their performances and requirements 
for implementing the system of individual responsibility. The fact that 
this group has more leading cadres than other groups and their jobs were 
so meticulously distributed that sometimes two or more comrades would have 
to share the same responsibility has created a situation in which each 
cadre often passed the buck to others, thus leaving many jobs undone. 


In light of this situation, a discussion meeting was held to provide an 
opportunity for cadres to restudy the principle of the army work which 
emphasizes "both the collective leadership of the party committees and 

the division of responsibility among its leading members" and to discuss 
their accomplishments. The group's deputy commander, Tang Zhongxin [0781 
1813 9515] and deputy chief of staff, Liu Longbao [0491 7893 1405], who 
are responsible for training, have been commended for firmly grasping their 
task and for devoting themselves to studying and modifying their flight 
plans. Another older deputy group commander responsible for operations 
always assigned jobs to others while doing nothing himself. This occurred 
sometime before July 1978. By then, he deliberately shirked his respon- 
sibility by letting others represent him at high-level combat-readiness 
meetings. At a discussion meeting, he received sincere criticism and help 
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from other cadres. In view of his behavior, the discussion meeting later 
set rules for defining the responsibility more clearly for the cadres so 
that no one can pass the buck to others. A decision has also been made 
to evaluate cadres’ performances on a case-by-case basis and according to 
their actual job descriptions at future discussion meetings. As a result 
of such discussion meetings, comrades who worked hard before have become 
more enthusiastic than ever, while others who used to "shirk" their respon- 
sibilities are now “vying" to get their jobs done. That older deputy 
group commander for operations is now no longer lazy. He was praised 
once at a discussion meeting for taking a positive attitude toward his 
work. 


Whether those leading cadres have placed strict demands on themselves and 
whether they have played an exemplary role in the conduct of their daily 
affairs has also commanded the close attention of such discussion meetings. 
For example, in response to a complaint from a pilot that Deputy Group 
Commander Song once failed in his duty in strictly enforcing the regulations 
on aircraft maintenance by knowingly allowing a plane with a screw missing 
from its after-burner to take off, on the assumption that it would not 
affect flight safety, the discussion meeting immediately went into session 
to analyze this incident, and reprimanded Song by saying: If the leader- 
ship did not attach importance to every screw and cog in the aircraft, 
the regulations requiring those at the lower levels in charge of the air- 
‘att maintenance to do everything carefully and seriously could not 
ossibly be enforced. During the meeting, Song sincerely accepted this 
criticism. After the meeting adjourned, the leading cadres relied on the 
masses to formulate a "triple-requirement" system requiring the leadership 
to review, study and respond to every complaint from the pilots about 
their aircraft. 


Such persistently and regularly scheduled discussion meetings have helped 
the leading body achieve unity and rectify its workstyle. Under the guid- 
ance of the cadres, all pilots of this air force group can now fly all- 
weather missions. On that basis, they are now moving toward a higher 
level of combat training. For this reason its leading body has been 

named an advanced unit in learning from the first air force division. 


9574 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CCP MILITARY COMMISSION CONFERS TITLE ON TEST PILOTS 
OW150455 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 1242 GMT 14 Jan 80 OW 


[Text] Beijing, 14 Jan--The Military Commission of ihe CCP Central 
Committee recently issued an order conferring the glorious title , 
“scientific research flight-test hero" on deputy commanders Hua Jun and 
Wang Ang of a PLA air force regiment. 


The order says that during scientific research flight-tests, comrades 
Hua Jun and Wang Ang carried forward the revolutionary spirit of fearing 
neither hardships nor death. They dared to storm forbidden zones and 
tackle difficult problems, thus contributing to the development of our 
country's aeronautics by successfully fulfilling the various flight-test 
missions. 


Hua Jun had his heart set on flying since 1950 when he became a pilot. 
Since then, he has flown 189 hours of scientific research flight-tests 

on three types of Chinese-made fighter planes involving 335 missions. 

He has won a merit citation, second class, and two merit citations, 

third class, and been commended many times. He has attended conferences 
of representatives of advanced elements of the air force and an air force 
military district. 





Cool-headed and intelligent, Wang Ang is bold but cautious during flight- 
tests, many times turning danger to safety. He has flown 327 hours of 
scientific research flight-tests on four types of Chinese-made fighter 
planes involving 578 missions. A winner of merit citation, second class, 
and three merit citations, third class, Wang Ang was rated a pacesetter 
in learning from Daqing in industry at a scientific research institute 
and an advanced worker of the department concerned under the State 
Council. He has attended a provincial conference of representatives of 
advanced elements as well as the air force scientific and technological 
conference. 





The order calls on the commanders and fighters, especially scientific and 
technical workers, of the whole army to learn from comrades Hua Jun and 

Wang Ang. The two love their jobs and tirelessly devote themselves to 

the modernization of our national defense, with a high sense of responsibility 
to the revolutionary cause. We should learn from their hard work in 
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tudying technical subjects and from their scientific approach of darin; 
explore and being bold in practice. We should learn from their 

revolutionary spirit of defying hardships, advancing in the face of 
lifficulties, painstakingly tackling problems and carrying out innova- 
tions. We should also work hard to be promoters of the emancipation 
of the mind, of stability and unity as well as the four modernizations, 
do work still better in all fields of endeavor and work hard to defend 
the motherland, safeguard the four modernizations and speed up the 
revolutionization and modernization of our army. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ROLE OF CHINESE TANK COMPANY IN SINO-VIETNAMESE BORDER CONFLICT DESCRIBED 
Hong Kong HSIEN-TAI CHUN-SHIH in Chinese Nov 79 pp 13-17 


{Article by Ren Tianyou [0117 1131 3266]: “A Battle At the Sino-Vietnamese 
Border; Fighting Five Battles In Two Days the Tanks Overrun Cao Bang") 


[Text] The Nenjin Mountain, like a mean tiger lying in wating, lies behind 
and to the side of Cao Bang, high and dangerous. Nongmei tunnel is the only 
Nenjing Mountain pass. It is a dangerous barrier and the only access to the 
Nenjing Mountain, gaping like the open mouth of a wolf. A highway runs up 
between the Steep slope and the deep abyss, hagging the mountain. It is the 
only highway which runs from Dong Khe to Cao Bang, It also constitutes the 
rear gate of Cao Bang. On 17 February, the battle of self defensive counter 
attack was launched by Chinese against Vietnamese. After the tank company 
No 5 nad heavily attacked the Nenjing Mountain pass, and opened the rear gate 
leading to Cao Bang, a certain tank company No 6 of the Chinese border troop 
took over the task of “sharp edge company” on the 18th at the early hour of 
0300. 


Flying Soldiers Overcome Natural Hindrance 


The road by which company No 6 penetrated the enemy territory was a winding 
road situated in a valley sandwiched between two mountains. The highway, 

like a belt, wound up from the foothills to the mountain slope across a valley 
of several tens of meters deep to the summit of another steep and dangerous 
mountain, At the narrowest spot, a single vehicle could barely pass on the 
road. Along the length of the road were more than 10 bridges large and small, 
spanning the valleys which were both deep and steep. Some of the bridges 
were so narrow that as the tanks passed, nearly 10 centimeters of the tracks 
overhung in the air on either side of the bridge. The People’s Viberation 
Army's advance troop could only move forward by “following the leader” and 
was unable to spread out into battle formation; neither was it possible to 

use the firepower effectively to attack or to cover one another. 


The Vietnamese Army [VA] could never have imagined that the Chinese tank troop 
would choose this narrow road which was full of natural hindrances to pene- 
trate into the side rear sector of Cao Bang. Only after the leading Chinese 








tank troop had reached Dong Khe from Buju via Nagang did the VA, as if waking 
up from a dream, hastily gather its troop strength and attempt in vain to 
hinder the progress of the PLA by taking advantage of the high mountains, 
ravines, dangerous roads, bridges, and the winding roads, and also arrange 
troop strength and heavy weapons along a colwan of several tens of kilometers 
deep lying in ambush with the antitank weapons and the snipers, wishing to 
halt the advance of the Chinese troops and to save the Cao Bang defense army 
from being surrounded and annihilated. 


As soon as the tank company No 6 accepted the grave task, a detachment com- 
mittee meeting was held immediately in order to clarify the tasks, summarize 
the experiences and lessons gained by the previous sharp edge company, and to 
work over the method of attack. The battalion instructor Li Quancai, en- 
couraging the company commanders, said: “Let us be a good sharp edge company 
and bring honor to the entire regiment, even to the entire armoured force!" 
The detachment committee members assured the battalion instructor: "We shall 
forcefully and swiftly penetrate to the end. We are determined to accomplish 
this glorious task given to us by the battalion party committee member!" 





At 083u on the 18th, the tank support was requested by an infantry unit which 
was attacking and advancing: "Nanning No 1, Nanning No 1, advance quickly 

and provide fire cover!" The battalion commander Jiang Xian, hearing the call 
through the earphone, immediately ordered the company No 6 to advance at high 


Tank 607 led the group at full throttle and bravely charged toward the Viet- 
nemesc position. Other tanks following closely lunged at the enemy like fierce 
tigers. Having passed through the Nonmei tunnel and advancing no more than 

3 kilometers, tank 607 reported : “Bridge destroyed, unpassable." Taking 
advantage of the situation that the PLA was temporarily immobilized, the VA 
suddenly opened fire simultaneously from the village, the mountain tops and 
the bamboo forest. The artillery and rocket shells exploded in front and the 
rear of the tanks raising smoke and dust. Under the command of the company 
commander He Siyuan, the entire company of the Chinese tank force opened fire 
simultaneously in fierce counterattack, The comrades of the PLA infantry 
unit, being in a better position to observe the situations, pointed out the 
targets to the tank force. Cannons roared and machine guns rattled, The 
tierce, accurate and powerful cannon fire power of the tank company No 6 

of the Chinese Border Defense Force has silenced many of the fire power points 
of the VA, After a bloody battle lasting more than an hour, the VA was either 
destroyed or chased back into the caves. The movement support force which 

was transported by armoured cars arrived in time to repair the road. The VA 
which had crept back into the caves or hidden behind protective bunkers came 
out one after amoether and opened fire at the Chinese Army Engineers. The 
Chinese tanks reopened the fierce fire to suppress the enemy fire and pro- 
vide cover for the engineers mending the road, The commander as well as the 
soldiers of the corp of engineers continued their work obstinately amidst 
shower of bullets exchanged between friend and foe until the road was finally 
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restored by 1400. The battalion commander Jiang Xian issued an order: 
"Advance immediately. Don't linger on fighting!" With the order, all tanks‘ 
crews started their engine and advanced to the rear of the enemy, firing as 
they charged forward, 


Leaving the mountain pass, company No 6 entered the Nakao valley. The terrain 
of the valley was very perilous, A steep slope rose on the right side and a 
deep ravine of several tens of meters dropped on the left side. Across the 
ravine, rose another steep hill. The highway stretched out along the terrain 
li’ e a serpent winding and bending. At the exit of the valley stood another 
steep plateau blocking the passage. The company No 6 charged forward along 
the winding road through the valley. Because its speed was so high the convoy 
could not catch up with it quickly. At that instant, the Vietnamese anti- 
tank snipers who were lying in ambush, seeing an opportunity, ran down the 
mountain one after another carrying bozookas in their hands like so many 
monkeys, blindly attempting to approach the Chinese tanks for a surprise at- 
tack. Taking the offensive, the leader of each tank of the company No 6 
ordered the gunner to commence firing without waiting for the battle order 
from the superior commander, After a barrage, the Vietnamese bazooka hands 
were seen to run for life up the mountain. Some were hit and rolled 

down the hill, dying at the bottom of the ravine. When the convoy finally 
caught up, the company No 6 cvuntinued to advance, firing as it charged forward. 
At a sharp bend of the road ahead, the Vietnamese recoilless cannon had been 
aimed at the bend ready to fire at the leading Chinese tank when it reduced 
speed at the bend, Who could have known that the Chinese tank crew were not 
only brave but also alert, The advance tank 607, as soon as it turned the 
bend, before the Vietnamese had chance to fire, gave it a barrage of machine 
gun fire followed by a volley of cannon and gun fire, destroying the Vietnamese 
recoilless cannon position into smithereens, The Vietnamese survivers dove 
into the caves covering their heads. The company No 6 continued to press for- 
ward, leaving the tasks of disposing the residual resistance to the infantry 
unit. 


The company No 6 arrived at Nannang at 1800 after driving over the hills and 
valleys. The leader of the leading tank 607 Chen Bingcai reported that the 
road ahead had been destroyed by the enemy, The leader of the company No 6 
knew from experience that wherever the road is blasted there is a fire power 
point, a vain attempt to stop the progress of the PLA by a combination of the 
obstacle and fire power, The leader was one hundred times more alert than 
ever and searched all directions, At the same time, the battalion and the 
company commanders issued an order: “Intensify the watch. Cover one another!" 
No sooner was the order issued than every Vietnamese fire power point indeed 
opened fire suddenly. The leading tanks of the Chinese tank troop swiftly 
took positions utilizing the terrain, and suppressed the enemy fire with su- 
perior cannon power, The movement support troop quickly advanced to repair 

the road. This road was bordered on the right by a steep hill and on the 

lett by a deep ditch. A large gap with a steep slope was blasted off on the 
ditch side by an explosive, The army engineers tried to fill the gap with sand 
bags without success, because the gap was too big. Braving the shower of 
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bullets, the tanks" crews got off their tanks and helped the engineers re- 
pair the road, using shovels to fill the hemp sacks with dirt. The battle had 
been going on for 3 hours when the comrades of the infantry unit caught up with 
them and immediately and automatically began to assist in the rwad repair un- 
til midnight. The company No 6 which pressed forward and fought a bloody 
battle all day long was ordered to camp at the spot. So they changed into a 
defensive formation, maintaining strict blackout and fire power alertness, 

ever ready to respond to the enemy surprise attack under cover of darkness. 

The battalion commander ordered platoon No 3 of company No 4 as a reinforcement 
to company No 6, increasing the charging power of the advance company. 


Breaking the Pocket Position into Smithereens 


The commander inspected the vehicles as soon as day broke. At 9800, the 

tanks went forward noisily, firing as they charged forward, ‘The dragon" 

was seen at one time to climb up the mountain top and at another time to rush 
down the mountain slope, crossing narrow and dangerous bridges one after 
another, and winding through narrow and long valley passes one after another. 
When they came to a bifurcation point of the mountain, they encountered the 
VA again and another bloody battle unfolded. This befurcation point was situ- 
ated somewhere between Nawai and Guogang. It was bordered on the left side 

by a precipice and on the right by an open area. The VA had set up a pocket 
position there, Opposite to the precipice on the left was a small plateau, 

Th \ had arranged a large number of bazookas and recoilless cannons there, 
ia the Open area on the right side, the VA had arranged tire power points 
camouflaged as grass huts. They had blasted a hole in the road at the bend 

of the highway wishing to stop the Chinese tank troop and earn a little side 
profit. The tanks of the company No 6 opened fire with brutal force. Tue 
company commander issued an order that they concentrate the fire power. Four 
tanks gave them two volleys, and the eight shells ianded accurately on the 
Vietnamese cave fortifications in the left forward section, causing enemy hel- 
mets to fly. According to the confession of one of the captured leadeis, there 
were more than 60 Vietnamese soldiers in ti.at cave. He and two other soldiers 
were on watch duty at that time with the rest of the group taking cover inside 
the cave. The cave entrance collapsed by a single volley from the Chinese 
tanks. These three slipped out of the cave quickly to be captured by the 

PLA while the others were all killed by the tank fire power. The next day, 
when the cave was searched by the Chinese infantry soldiers, they saw the 
bodies of more than 60 Vietnamese soldiers in a big heap, flesh and blood in- 
distinguishable. The Vietnamese fire power points inside the grass huts could 
not escape destruction either. By a volley from the Chinese tarks, the grass 
huts caught fire, and the Vietnamese soldiers either died in the sea of fire 
or escaped and scattered in all directions like chickens and dogs broken loose, 
The bloody battle lasted until 1400 when the battalion commander's order was 
heard in the earphone: "Don't linger on fighting. Advance at once!" The 
instructor Ren Zhuen came up to the front from the rear on foot and inquired 
about the situation. Using tank 609 as cover, he called a 5-minute meeting 

or the members ranking above tank leader. He encouraged everyone, saying: 
“Penetration must be done quickly! We must fight to the end! We must be the 
sharp edge company all the way!" Each tank leader jumped back into his tank 
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and not waiting for the conyoy the sharp edge company broke the Vietnamese 
pocket position and continued to advance, Advancing no more than one kilometer, 
they came to a small bridge across a ravine several tens of meters deep. This 
birdge is 15 centimeters narrower on either side than the vehicle track bridge 
used in training. The Chinese tank drivers, who received strict drill and are 
skilltul operators, were unafraid of the natural dangers. They took aim 

and boldly crossed the bridge. How dangerous it was. It is frightening to 
reflect upon it! As the tanks crossed the bridge, 7-8 centimeters of the 
track , hung over in the air on either side and the railing of the bridge, 

was cOu»letely broken, There was the danger of falling into the deep valley 
if one were just a little bit careless, All tanks of the company No 6 safely 
crossed the bridge without a single loss. 


Bloody Battle At Boshan Bridge 


Rushing through Guogang, the leading tank 601 of the company No 6 came to the 
entrance to the Boshan bridge. Boshan was an important position on the peri- 
meter of Cao Bang. Approximately one reinforced company of the Vietnamese 
military force defended it with the installation of an antitank ambush ring. 
Explosives were set on the bridge, Without wasting time, the tank 601 machine- 
gunned the VA unit which was undertaking the destruction of the bridge, causing 
the enemy to scatter in great haste. Thanks to the swift mobility of the com- 
pany No 6, this important bridge head could be secured with only a single 

hole blasted out of the bridge. Taking into consideration the enemy situation 
and the terrain, the commander decisively ordered the leading tanks to halt. 
The company No 6 now entered into a defensive formation at the bridge head. 
instantly, a bloody battle unfolded along a 2-kilometer section of the road 
between Guogang and Boshan, The VA opened intense fire against the PLA ad- 
vance pattalion from several tens of fire power points positioned in front 

as well as two sides employing antitank rockets, recoilless cannons and 
bazookas. Six tanks of the company No 6 advanced alone and the following 

troop was prevented from making connection by the enemy. The situation was 
critical, Under the critical situation of facing the enemy on three sides, 

the six tanks--601, 603, 605, 609, 610 and 61l--under the command of the first 
platoon leader Zhou Zhizhong and the third platoon leader Zhang Zhengzhong 
accepted the challenge with composure. Zhou Zhizhong encouraged the comrades, 
saying: "We have men, We have tanks, We have position. We will destroy 

the enemy!" The battalion commander also gave them encouragement in time 
through the radio: "Fight with determination, Reinforcements will arrive 
instantly!" With the encouragement from the commander, the morale of the 

tank crews was doubly high, and they resisted the Vietnamese attack tenaciously, 
Each tank took up a specific area to apply its fire power. Aiming accurately, 
they returned fierce fire to the enemy fire power points on the three sides, 

In the battle field, the cannons roared and the smoke and dust swirled. Finding 
a targec, the tank leader would push aside the gunner and fire the gun himself 
in order to save time and to grasp the opportunity, quickly destroying the 
enemy, The leader of tank 601 Jia Deling, seeing the VA soldiers coming down 

a steep slope from the plateau carrying bozooka in hand, directed the gunner 

to fire. The enemy soldiers crept back, A while later, they were seen again 














sneaking down the hill with bazooka in hand, “Rascals, where do you think 

you are going." Tank 601 gave them another shell and knocked them down, 

At that moment the Chinese infantry men rushed up. Jia Deling quickly called 
an infantry soldier to get inside the tank and fight together. Inside the 
tank, the soldier used the gunner periscope to point out the target to the 
tank crew: “Look! Under the bananna tree, beside a fresh mound, an enemy 
fire power point." Aiming accurately, the gunner gave it a shell and the 
Vietnamese fortification, dirt and rocks were seen flying away. The tank 

601 struck wherever the infantry soldier pointed, thus destroying many 
Vietnamese fire power points. The platoon leader of tank 603, Zhou Zhizhong, 
was so enthused with operating the gun himself that he was unaware of a fire 
that had started on the hemp sacks placed on the tank, Fixing his eyes on the 
Vietnamese fire power point, he continued to strike fiercely, After his tank 
610 was hit, the driver Li Hui climbed out of his tank and, when he saw this 
situation, jumped up onto tank 603 to extinguish the fire, braving the Viet- 
namese gun fire, The other crew of the tank 610, seeing that it did not ex- 
plode after being hit, quickly jumped back into the tank and continued to 
battle, shooting at the VA with fierce power. Amidst this bloody battle, 

the reinforcement tank company No 7 which was dispatched by the Chinese Border 
Defense Force arrived by rushing through the blockade of concentrated Viet- 
namese fire power, The third platoon leader Zhang Zhengzhong shouted: 
"Company No 7 has arrived. Fire rapidly and fiercely to provide cover for the 
advancing company No 7!" A new power was added when the company No 7 joined 
in the battle, After the cannon battle, a great number of the several tens 
of the Vietnamese fire power points were destroyed. The Vietnamese survivers 
were so afraid that they dared not open fire, When darkness fell the battle 
field became quiet. However, the critical enemy situation had not been 
compleetly eliminated, The deputy regiment commander issued an order: 
"Organize well, Be ready to resist the enemy attack!" The crews of the six 
leading tanks, 23 in number, under the command of the first platoon and the 
third paltoon leaders dismantled four forward machine guns and took out six 
automatic rifles from the tanks, With four infantry soldiers, they formed 
eight combat groups and occupied advantageous terrain. Tank. 603 and 609 
remained on duty while other soldiers formed a defensive arc around and under 
the tank. The VA was as persistenc and cunning even though they were afraid 
of the connon power and the night battle, In the middle of the night from 
0100 to 0300, the VA fired their rifles on top of the mountain and made noise, 
but did not dare to jescend the mountain, The Chinese tank crews remained calm 
and composed, They kept close watch until 0800 of the following day. The 
company No 7 succeeded the company No 6 as the sharp edge company from there 
and rushed forward as tiey fought toward Cao Bang. At 1500 on the 21st, they 
arrived victoriously at the designated position, 


The tank company No 6 fought difficult battles continuously for 2 days and 2 
nights, overcoming numerous difficulties and hindrances, winning many times 
over the enemy's obstinate resistances, They fought five battles, advanced 
more than 30 kilometers, and finally accomplished its task of penetrating 
the siege victoriously with its brother companies No 5 and No 7, The iron 
horses overran Cao Bang, and contributed brilliantly to China's defensive 
counter attack against Vietnam, 
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(This article appeared originally in the "Bingi Zhishi" [KNOWLEDGE OF WEAPONS] 
published by Beijing Defense Publishing House. It has been condensed.) 


* 4 





A T-59 medium tank chassis incorporating a 12.7 mm machine gun forming a 
unique PLA armoured vehicle which made an appearance for the first time in the 
Sino-Vietnamese border campaign, 





A Vietnamese Army's Soviet-supplied AT-3 Sagger anti-tank missile captured 
by Chinese troops. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PLA UNITS IN HEJIANG HOLD CONGRESS 


SK101220 Harbin Heilongjiang Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 
9 Jan 80 SK 


[Text] According to our reporter and correspondent reports, on the 
afternoon of 9 January, a closing ceremony was held in Jiamusi for the 
congress jointly sponsored by Hejiang, Prefecture, Jiamusi Municipality 
and the PLA units stationed at Jiamusi with the participation of advanced 
collectives and individuals who had emerged in the activities of support- 
ing the army and giving preferential treatment to dependents of armymen, 
as well as supporting the government and cherishing the people. The 
congress was ceremoniously carried out and brought about an enthusiastic 
atmosphere of unity between armymen and civilians both inside and outside 
the congress hall. 


Present at the ceremony were Liu Zhenhua, deputy political commissar of the 
Shenyang PLA units; Zhao Dezun, secretary of the Heilongjiang Provincial 
CCP Committee and chairman of the Standing Committee of the provincial 
people's congress; Wei Zhimin, deputy governor of the provincial people's 
government; Zhao Xingyuan, political commissar of the provincial military 
district; (Zeng Ziyuan), first secretary of the Hejiang Prefectural 

CCP Committee; (Hong Shu), second secretary of the Hejiang Prefectural 
CCP Committee and commissioner of Hejiang Prefectural Administrative 
Office; and leading comrades from the Jiamusi Municipal CCP and 
revolutionary committees, from the Hejiang military sub-district and 

from the PLA units stationed in the sub-district. 


At the congress, Comrade (Zeng Ziyuan), first secretary of tne Hejiang 
Prefectural CCP Committee, made a speech in which he highly appraised 

the all-out support and assistance given by the various PLA units stationed 
in Hejiang Prefecture of the local people's governments and the masses. 

He called on party committees at all levels, local people's governments 

and the masses to further do a good job in the work of supporting the 

army and giving preferential treatment to dependents of armymen. 


In his speech, (Wu Ping), political commissar of a certain PLA unit 
stationed in Hejiang Prefecture, extended thanks to the party and 
government organs at all levels and the broad masses throughout Hejiang 
Prefecture and Jiamusi Municipality who have given all-out support to 
the PLA units stationed there. He also cited the achievements scored by 
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armymen and civilians who had united as one and had fought side by side 
in safeguarding the defense of the border and building the frontier, 

as well as put forward more strict demands for the PLA units to carry 
out activities of supporting the government and cherishing the people 
under the new situation. 


During the congress, participating comrades also exchanged experiences 
gained in the work of supporting the army and giving preferential 
treatment to dependents of armymen as well as supporting the government 
and cherishing the people. Some 148 advanced collectives and individuals 
were awarded citations and prizes. In conclusion, the congress approved 
the pledge and letter of proposal on the activities of supporting the 
army and giving preferential treatment to dependents of armymen as well 
as supporting the government and cherishing the people. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BEIJING PLA UNITS SCORE SUCCESS IN EDUCATION, MILITARY TRAINING 
OW100548 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 0109 GMT 9 Jan 80 OW 


[Excerpts] Beijing, 9 Jan--According to XINHUA reporters Zhu Chengxiu 
and Ye Xulin, steady and powerful political work has guided the Beijing 
PLA units to smoothly shift the focus of work toward modernizing the 
revolutionary army in the past year. The cadres and fighters have 
devoted all their energy to fulfilling the central task of education and 
training. They have a clear direction and high spirits. In the past 
year, the party committees and leading organs at all levels have concen- 
trated their efforts on the central task of education and training cadres 
and fighters. Since early spring an upsurge of military training in a 
big way has swept across the snow-covered frontiers and areas both inside 
and outside the Great Wall being guarded by the Beijing PLA units. In 
the past year, the number of PLA companies engaged in military training 
the number of cadres engaged in group training and the number of military 
exercises with live ammunition greatly increased compared with previous 
years and more training hours were put in then originally planned. ‘n 
training the various units have been using existing equipment but are 
keeping an eye on future development. They have made noticeable achieve- 
ments in making many reforms and experiments centered around the concept 
on how to win battles in modern warfare. Many fine instructors, sharp- 
shooters, skillful gunners and technical experts have come to fore in the 
past year. 





The Beijing LA units completed more than 2,600 items of technical innova- 
tion in the past year. The unity within the PLA units and the unity 
between the army and the government and between the army and the people 
have been greatly strengthened; the fine traditions of our party and 

army have been restored and further carried forward. 





The clear achievements made by the Beijing PLA units in the past year are 
attributed mainly to powerful political work, which in turn unified the 
thinking of cadres and fight -s along the party's political line. Early 
last year the Beijing PLA units earnestly relayed the guidelines of the 

3d plenary session of the llth CCP Central Committee and laid the 
ideological groundwork for shifting the focus of work. In February and 
March, in keeping with the unified plan of the party committee the Beijing 
PLA units, leading cadres at all levels went down to various units to 
elaborate on the guidelines of the 3d plenary session of the lith CCP 
Central Committee and other issues relating to the party's line, principles 
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and policies. They also publicized the four basic principles and guide- 
lines of the 2d session of the 5th NPC and criticized the "left" and 
right trends of thought. 


In September the party committee of the Beijing PLA units continued the 
discussion of practice being the sole criterion of truth and discussed 
measures on applying this principle to solving actual problems. The 
party committee of the Beijing PLA units later organized various units 
to study seriously Comrade Ye Jianying's important National Day speech. 
As a result of the political work being carried out penetratingly and in 
a planned way, the thinking of cadres and fighters has been unified in 
the following five areas: 


1. A unified understanding about the whift of the focus of the party's 
work was achieved to enable the cadres and fighters to understand the 
party's political line; 


2. A unified understanding about the importance of emancipating the minds 
was achieved, thereby fostering the ideological line of seeking truth 
from facts; 


3. A unified understanding of the excellent situation that prevails since 
the third plenary session was achieved, thus inspiring the cadres and 
fighters to implement the party's principles and policies more 
conscientiously; 


4. A unified understanding of the four basic principles was achieved, thus 
enhancing the ability of the cadres and fighters to combat the erroneous 
"left" and right trends of thought; 

5. A unified understanding of the importance of raising aloft the banner 
of Chairman Mao was achieved, thus fostering firmer confidence in the 
correct leadership of the party Central Committee. 


At a recent meeting of cadres at divisional level or above, Qin Jiwei, 
first political commissar of the Beijing PLA units, pointed out in his 
review of the past year's work: In our drive to achieve modernization, 
we must strengthen political work which will remain the lifeline of 

our army. He said: We must follow the correct ideological line, uphold 
the four basic principles, implement earnestly the policy of readjusting, 
restructuring, consolidating and improving the national economy and make 
new contributions toward modernizing our revolutionary army by more 
vigorous political work. 
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MLLITARY AND PUBLLC SECURITY 


SHANGHAI NAVAL AIR FORCE UNIT'S FEATS LAUDED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 31 Jul 79 p 2 


[Report by Wu Chenglong [0702 2052 7893] and Song Yongshun [1345 3057 7311]: 
"Shanghai Naval Air Force Unit Promotes Glorious Tradition") 


[Text] A certain naval air force unit of the East China Sea Fleet stationed 
in Shanghai has persevered in overcoming difficulties it encountered in 
training. In addition to insuring flight safety, it ended its training 

plan for the first half of 1979 with an increase of 113.8 percent in fly- 
ing time over the corresponding period of 1978, and its military qualities 
improved remarkably. 


This unit is known for its glorious tradition. During their 3 May 1965 
inspection tour of the East China Sea Fleet, Premier Zhou and Vice Premier 
Chen Yi watched a flight show by this unit. In a battle in defense of 

the airspace of the motherland, it shot down three enemy planes and wounded 
two others in addition to disabling one enemy high-altitude reconnaissance 
balloon. 


Shortly after the self-defensive counterattack against the Vietnamese 
aggressors began this year, it has added to its routine training many dif- 
ficult drills simulating twilight interceptions, low-altitude interceptions, 
and air battles engaged by squadron-size units. [It has also received 
training in daylight flights in group formations, target practices, and 
night flight. 


The mock twilight interceptions of "enemy planes" took place at dusk. 

At that time, there was brightness in the west and darkness in the east, 
or brightness overhead and darkness over the earth. Because the visibility 
was poor, the hunters for the "enemy planes" had greater difficulties in 
finding their "targets." Darkness alse induced them to lose their sense 
of direction and made them susceptible to hallucination. But inspired by 
the exemplary deeds of the beroes participating in the self-defensive 
counterattack against the Vietnamese aggressors, they have persevered in 
sharpening their skills through ground drills and flight training in 
defiance of difficulties, hardships, fatigue and dangers. Wing Commander 
Guo Xiaoya [6753 0341 3768] once took the iead in a flight. In hunting 
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for “enemy planes," he was bothered by the dazzling brightness overhead 
and darkness beneath his feet. In conscientious cooperation with his 
supporting plane, he eventually sighted that target drone 15 kilometers 
away. Pilot Li Wneshan won six championships because of his 100 percent 
hit-rate in trajectory target practices. Squadron Commander Zhang Xiaoyou 
{1728 2556 0645] scored 27 hits out of 30 firings in target practices, far 
surpassing the required standards, thus setting the best record for his 
entire division. Tr leading members of this division at all levels have 
also strived to set good examples for others to follow through their 
daily activities. mmediately after his return from a study tour, Deputy 
Division Commander Jia Chuanshun [6328 0278 7311] went straight to a 
certain flight group in order to put into practice an experimental program 
aimed at improving training. He personally accompanied pilots on flights 
in order to evaluate their flying skills. Acting as both a commander 

and fighter, Chen Wulu [7115 2976 6922], leader of a certain flight group 
and winner of an order of merit first class, spent the first half of 1979 
accumulating 66 flying hoursto his credit in addition to serving as a 
commander of 28 operations. In this way, his assignment for 1979 was 

82.5 percent accomplished. 
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MILITAKY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARTILLERY DIVISION IN SHANGHAI SETS FIRING RECORD 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 3 Nov 79 p 1 


[Report by Ceng Tieqiang [2582 6993 1730] and Sun Zhenchang [1327 2182 2409]: 
"Shanghai Air Force Unit Wins Live Ammunition Firing Emulation"] 


[Text] Jubilant news has arrived here fromthe East China Seaboard: as a 
result of the year-end live aamunition firing evaluation, three regiments 
under a certain air force anti-aircraft artillery division stationed in 
Shanghai have set the best firing record, entitling the division to be 
named the “best division" in the entire air force. 


In last year's live ammunition firing evaluation, this division was also 
rated the first in the air force in terms of the overall scores it ac- 
cumulated. Since the beginning of 1979, the division party committee has 
mounted three extensive ideological campaigns aimed at shifting the energy 
of the leadership and the focus of the attention of commanders and fighters 
to education and training. In order to conduct investigations and study, 
and solve practical problems concerning training, Division Commander Qu 
Guashen [3255 2654 3791] and Deputy Division Commander Yang Haifeng [2799 
3189 1496] worked closely with the company-level units and selected basic 
training centers. Under the guidance of the division's leading cadres, 
all cadres and fighters worked with one heart and one mind to effectively 
improve training in basic firing skills. Consequently, over 550 roundly 
capable gunners emerged through training. Thanks to their constantly 
improved skills, in this year's live ammuniticn firing contest, the number 
of target drones hit by the anti-aircraft *rtillery pieces under the 
division's command rose by 200 percent over the last year's scores, with 
their hit-rate more than doubled. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


JILIN CADRES' TRANSFER--In line with the directive issued by the State 
Council and the Military Commission of the CCP Central Committee, our 
province has successfully fulfilled the task of actively arranging jobs 
for the third group of military cadres who have been transferred to 
civilian work. On the eve of the new year, the provincial level organs 
and various prefectures and counties throughout the province held welcome 
meetings, tea parties or forums to greet the third group of the trans- 
ferred military personnel. At the welcome meeting sponsored by the 
Jilin Provincial CCP Committee, Comrade Wang Daren, secretary of the 
Jilin Provincial CCP Committee, delivered a speech in which he called 

on the transferred cadres to sharpen their determination to contribute 
to the four modernizations. Over the groups of transferred military 
cadres and arrangements for over 47,000 dependents, jobs have been 
arranged for over 6,000 dependents. The housing problem has been solved 
for more than 11,000 households. [Changchun Jilin Provincial Service 

in Mandarin 2200 GMT 9 Jan 80 SK] 


JILIN ARMY SUPPORT MEETING--The PLA units stationed in Jilin Municipality, 
Jilin Province, and the Jilin Municipal Revolutionary Committee held a 
joint meeting on 7 January on supporting the army and giving preferential 
treatment to families of armymen and martyrs, and on suprerting the 
government and cherishing the people. Attending the meeting were 
commanders and fighters of the PLA units and cadres and masses from various 
organizations, industrial and mining enterprises, schools and residential 
areas, including veceran red army fighters, revolutionary disabled 
soldiers, military dependents and members of martyrs' families. Leaders 
attending the meeting were (Xie Zhenhua), deputy commander of the 

Shenvang PLA units; Wang Daren, secretary of Jilin Provincial CCP 
Committee; Mu Lin, Standing Committee member of the provincial CCP 
committee and vice chairman of the provincial revolutionary committee; 
(Jiang Zuo), first secretary of the Jilin Municipal CCP Committee; and 

Xin Cheng, second secretary of the Jilin Municipal CCP Committee and 
chairman of the Jilin ! unicipal Revolutionary Committee. [Changchun 

Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 2200 GMT 13 Jan 80 SK] 














JILIN RALLY FOR ARMY--On 7 January the PLA units stationed in Jilin 
Municipality held a joint rally with the Jilin Municipal Revolutionary 
Committee on supporting the army and cherishing the people. Present 

at the rally were leading comrades of the party, government and army 
organizations, including (Xie Zhenhua), deputy commander of the Shenyang 
PLA units, Wang Daren, secretary of the Jilin Provincial CCP Committee, 
Mu Lin, Standing Committee member of the provincial CCP committee and 
vice chairman of the provincial revolutionary committee, (Wu Huaicai), 
deputy leader of a certain PLA unit s*ationed nearby, and Xin Cheng, 
second secretary of Jilin Municipal CCP Committee and chairman of the 
municipal revolutionary committee. Comrade (Jiang Zuo), first 

secretary of the Jilin Municipal CCP Committee, presided over the rally. 
(Xie Zhenghua), Wang Daren, (Wu Huaicai) and Xin Cheng, spoke at the 
rally. [SK150450 Changchun Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 

1100 GMT 8 Jan 80 SK] 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


RECOGNITION OF IMPORTANCE OF INTELLECTUALS URGED 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 15 Nov 79 p 1 


[Article by staff commentator: "Further Discussions on the Criterion 
of Truth on the Educational Front") 


[Text] To launch intensively the discussions on the criterion of 
truth on the educational front has become ever more important and ur- 
gent. Recently, the leading comrades of the Party Central Committee 
repeated time and again: "Performing successfully the economic work 
and realizing the four modernizations constitute the greatest poli- 
tics... the overwhelming central task of the people of the entire 
country for a considerably long period hereafter." To serve the pro- 
letarian politics and the economic construction, education must cul- 
tivate, for the modernization construction, a labor army of millions 
with socialist awareness and scientific and cultural knowledge and 
large groups of red and expert talents. Te realize the four moderni- 
zations, science and technology are the key and education the founda- 
tion. In our modernization, we must build not only a socialist mate- 
rial civilization, but also a socialist spiritual civilization, and 
neither is separable from education. To improve education, we must 
first rectify the ideological line, so that our work will become even 
more compatible with the demands of the objective laws and produce 
twice the result with half the effort. Intensively lauching the dis- 
cussions on the criterion of truth is precisely for the solution of 
this issue. Any view which places the issue of the criterion of truth 
and the successful performance of the current work on opposite sides 
is incorrect. 


One must say that, in the 3 years since smashing the "gang of four,” 
after criticizing the counterrevolutionary "two assessments,™ reform- 
ing the student recruitment system, and following the principle of 
recovery, improvement and development in rectification, the changes 

on the educational front have been great and the achievements evident. 














Especially after the National Educational Work Conference, the com- 
rades on the educational front have performed large amounts of work, and 
an encouraging new atmosphere has appeared. While strengthening the 
leadership of all kinds of schools, the educational s, on the 
foundation of summarizing past experiences, have begun the study and 
reform of such issues as academic systems, curricula and educational 
structures, in order to adapt to the need of the modernization con- 
struction. All these have laid a sound foundation and built a relia- 

ble base for the further development of education and the further im- 
provement of its quality. 


Meanwhile, one must realize that the current situation on the educa- 
tional front and the demands of the four modernizations are far from 
being mutually adapted. On the one hand, with the development of 
modern science and technology, the number of all kinds of talents 
needed is becoming ever greater and the quality requirements ever 
higher. The relationship between education and improving labor pro- 
ductivity and developing the economy is becoming ever closer, and the 
effect and position of education in the four modernizations ever more 
pronounced. As a result, the new conditions and new problems con- 
fronting us are inevitably ever more numerous. On the other hand, 
the educational front is a severe disaster area under the serious 
sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four," and many fundamental 
issues nave been confused. Though some criticisms were made in a 
previous period, the remnant poison of the ultra-leftwing line has 
not been thoroughly purged, many "forbidden areas" have not been 


broken down, and the two "whatevers" are still trammeling man's mind. 
Only by conscientiously and promptly launching intensive discussions 

on the criterion of truth, holding mass discussions on the educational 
issue, continuing the emancipation of thinking, and rectifying the 
ideological line will we further activate the socialist fervor of the 
broad educational workers, so that our educational work will adapt to 
the need of the national economy and train tens of thousands of talents 
for the four modernizations. 


Continuing to bring order out of chaos and further emancipating edu- 
cation from modern superstition and the confinement of the two 
‘whatevers" constitute the foremost momentous issue in the dis- 
cussions on the criterion of truth on the educational front. After 
smashing the "gang of four," the educational front has clarified many 
issues, theories and the right and wrong of policies, but it has not 
been thorough enough in criticizing Lin Biao and the "gang of four's" 
ultra-leftwing line, the crucial point. In education, do we start 
from "book worship" and the "Quotations," or from seeking the truth 
from the facts and from reality? This common sense Marxist question 
has not been completely answered in our work. Since the founding of 
the nation, Comrade Mao Zedong, on the foundation of the practice of 
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the broad educational workers, determined for us the education policy 
and the goal of training, proposed the correct way of handling the 
relationship between politics and profession, theory and practice, 
and criticism and continuation, and adopted such principles as operat- 
ing schools in various forms. However, similar to the ceaseless de- 
velopment of Marxism with the development of practice, Comrade Mao 
Zedong's educational thinking must be continuously enriched and per- 
fected in practice. Mao Zedong Thought is a scientific system. Its 
guidance of educational work is mainly by means of the dialectic and 
historical materialist world philosophy and methodology. As for the 
exploration of the unique contradictory motions inherent in the edu- 
cational phenomenon itself and its development laws, the task must be 
completed by the long practice of the broad educational workers. 
Therefore, in regard to Comrade Mao Zedong's expositions on educa- 
tion, we must adopt the attitude of seeking the truth from the facts. 
Even the basically correct ideas may be studied according to the 
practical conditions. Some individual conclusions not adapted to the 
current situation must be revised, supplemented and developed. As 
for the words and phrases which were deliberately distorted by Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four" and exaggerated into "universal laws," 
they must be clarified and discarded. We must see that, though Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four's" modern superstition and ultra-leftwing 
line on the educational front have been criticized, their remnant 
poison still lingers on. The "forbidden areas" which have been broken 
down in practical work have not been further clarified in ideology 
and theory. For instance, under the new histcrical situation, just 
how should we interpret the policy that "education must serve prole- 
tarian politics and integrate with productive labor?" What were the 
lessons of experience in implementing this policy in the past? In 
the goal of training, how should we interpret the requirement of "la- 
borers with socialist awareness and culture?" Just how should we 
handle the relationship among ethical, academic and physical develop- 
ments? In the essential task of the school, should we take the class 
struggle as the main subject and concentrate on the ideology of the 
students, or should we take imparting cultural and scientific know- 
ledge as the main thing? On the basic assessment of the teachers, 
was it the bourgeois intellectuals who controlled the schools in the 
17 years after liberation, or should we trust and rely on the teach- 
ers aS a part of the worker class? In the academic system, should 
we, after all, shorten it at will? All these require us to vigorously 
summarize and explore in practice and arrive at correct conclusions 
compatible with Marxism and the objective reality. No longer propos- 
ing them as popular slogans is one thing; making scientific Marxist 
explanations of the reasons for discarding the slogans based on 
reality is another thing. Comrade Mao Zedong once pointed out cor- 
rectly: "Our practice has proved that we cannot understand instant- 
ly the things perceived by us; only the things understood by us can 
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be perceived more profoundly. Perception only solves the problem of 
phenomenon; theory alone will solve the problem of essence. The so- 
lution of these problems cannot depart from practice in the least 
bit." ("On Practice"). Conscientiously launching the discussions on 
the issue of the criterion of truth on the educational front is pre- 
cisely for ihe purpose of scientifically studying the theories, poli- 
cies and methods guiding our educational work in the past 30 years, 
firmly establishing the authority of practice, acting according to 
the objective laws, and further promoting educational work. 


How to comprehensively analyze the class situation on the educational 
front and correctly treat the intellectuals constitute another momen- 
tous issue requiring solution in the discussions on the criterion of 
truth on the educational front. The educational front shoulders the 
tremendous responsibility of supplying talents to the modernization 
construction, while the training of talents depends on the effort of 
the broad teaching personnel. Im the recent several years, after 
overthrowing the “two assessments," redressing the unjust, false and 
mistaken cases, and implementing the intellectuals policy, the broad 
teachers have greatly raised their socialist fervor to serve the four 
modernizations. In spite of the relatively inferior working condi- 
tions and the relatively low remunerations, some of the teachers, 
especially the middle-aged and young teachers of higher schools, and 
those of middle and elementary schools,work diligently, and some of 
them regularly toil more than 10 hours a day. Such spirit is most 
admirable. However, the phenomenon of despising and discriminating 
against the intellectuals still exists. On the issues of how to 
treat the intellectuals, how to run the schools, whom to rely on 

in education, and the position and effect of teachers in the schools, 
not all the comrades have solved them in their ideological under- 
standing and practical work. For instance, do they admit that the 
overwhelming majority of the intellectuals has become a part of the 
worker class? After removing the label of "Foul Old-Nine," why is 
the resistance in employment arrangement still so great in some de- 
partments and units? Why are there so many additional requirements 
for joining the party and promoting to cadres? As for the teachers' 
wages and welfare, one must admit that an irrational phenomenon does 
indeed exist. Currently, the wages of middle-aged and young teachers 
of higher schools and those of middle and elementary schools are 
lower than ordinary workers who began their employment in the same 
period. The income of elementary school teachers is even lower 

than the workers in general. While this irrational phenomenon was 
created by many historical factors, one cannot but admit that its 
long existence is linked with the inadequate understanding oi the 
position and effect of teachers. Therefore, we must conscientiously 
summarize and learn the lessons of experience in implementing the 
intellectuals policy since the founding of the nation and continue to 





purge the remnant poison and influence of “better ‘left’ than right." 
We must realize that, in today's China, the intellectuals are a con- 
tingent in the worker class which first mastered advanced scientific 
and technical knowledge, producing an important effect on developing 
modern science and technology and training specialized talents. They 
constitute an important front army to promote the development of the 
social production force and the strength to rely on in realizing the 
four modernizations. We must admit that they are the professionals 
in running education, and we must respect, trust and rely on then, 
promoting those with special academic skills, good manifestations and 
strong ability to the leadership posts of various levels, so that the 
leadership team of the schools is gradually reinforced with experts 
familiar with the profession and understanding the laws of education. 
[It will mot be weakening the party's leadership. On the contrary, 
only thus will the party committees be enabled to concentrate on the 
implementation of lines and policies and the performance of ideologi- 
cal political work, thereby truly reinforcing the party's leader- 
ship of the schools. As the intellectuals are mental laborers, ex- 
ploring the unknown and imparting scientific and cultural knowledge, 
they have different characteristics from the manual laborers. We 
must, in accordance with the characteristics of mental labor, do our 
best to create for them the necessary working and living conditions. 
In short, we must, by means of the discussions on the criterion of 
truth, continue to purge ideologically and theoretically the remnant 
poison of Lin Biao and the "gang of four's" ultra-leftwing line and 
correctly treat the intellectuals in strict observance of the Party 
Central Committee's correct assessment of the situation of the intel- 
lectuals ranks. At the same time, under the existing conditions, we 
must, as far as possible and step by step, improve the material com- 
pensation of the teachers and relieve them of their worries, so that 
they will concentrate even more on teaching and scientific research 
and contribute their strengths to the modernization construction. 
Naturally, under the relatively large number of difficulties in the 
national economy, it will be unrealistic to fundamentally solve the 
issue of the teachers’ pay. The broad teachers can appreciate this 
point. 


To intensively launch the discussions on the criterion of truth on 
the educational front, we must link theory with reality, integrating 
them with summarizing the lessons of experience of the past 30 years, 
with the study of new situations and the solution of new issues, and 
with the current ideological-political work, and solve the issues 
conscientiously. The educational units and the leading cadres of the 
schools must take the lead. The leading cadres are the key to recti- 
fying the ideological line. When they uphold the principle of seek- 
ing the truth from the facts, display a bright and clear banner, and 








stand on the front line of the ideological emancipation movement, the 
broad masses will follow them closely. Currently, the teachers, 
staff and workers of the universities and middle and elementary 
schools on the very front line of education feel keenly the layers of 
contradictions in practical work and urgently hope that the leading 
cadres will lead them to create a new prospect by means of the dis- 
cussions on the criterion of truth. We must not disappoint the 
masses in their hopes. We must promptly launch the discussions on 
the criterion of truth on the educational front, continue to expose 
and criticize Lin Biao and the “gang of four's™ ultra-leftwing line, 
and enable educational work to rise to a new level, in order to ren- 
der even better service to the modernization construction and make 
outstanding contributions. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SUGGESTIONS MADE ON MAKING LABOR UNIONS EFFECTIVE 
Beijing GONGREN RIBAO in Chinese 14 Nov 79 p 3 


[Article by Hui Gaochao [1920 7559 3390]: "Waiting and Doing, What Do 
They Explain?"] 


[Text] Editor's note: How can a labor union become an 
important representive for workers? Some comrades suggest 
that three conditions must be fulfilled, namely, party 
members must pay attention to it, administrative units 
must support it, and the masses must endorse it. This sug- 
gestion is quite right. But the problem is: where do 
these three conditions come from? Shall we just wait 
until we fulfill these three conditions and then launch 
our work? Or shall we quietly immerse ourselves in hard 
work to obtain these conditions? As far as I can see, 
many union cadres hold different views on this question. 
We hope that everyone can combine his own experience from 
his work, express his opinion and probe this question. 


I have gone to grass-roots unions and observed that union cadres have two 
different states of mind and work results. One kind of union cadre sits 
in his office for a long time, and works only when he has to. If one 
asks when the union activity will be stimulated, they will answer that 

we must fulfill three conditions: 1. The chairman of the labor union 
must be a leading member of the party committee; 2. Administrative units 
must strongly support the union activity in every aspect; 3. Union 
workers and the masses must respond to every single call. If the union 
does not fulfill these three conditions, the only thing one can do is 

to wait. 


A labor union of this kind naturally everywhere and in everything will 
become passive. The party committee considers that the labor union is 
not essential, and does not take it seriously; administrative units 
consider that it does not have much function, and are not willing to 

call on it; the masses observe that the labor union is in such condition 
and become disheartened; they also think that the labor union can solve 
nothing. Therefore, the labor union turns into a deserted courtyard, and 
the longer we wait for work, the more passive it becomes. 
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However, the situation is different in some units. For example, there is 

a factory in our area. The factory is not big. Workers employed after 
1971 constitute 80 percent. After the labor union was established, the 
chairman of the labor union was very enthusiastic about his work. How- 
ever, he met with rebuffs as soon as he assumed office. While he was 
discussing the outlay with the factory director, the factory director 
pulled a long face, and said, "We are still losing money, we'll talk 

about it later." He then went to the secretary of the party committee 

to ask for instructions about labor union activities. The secretary 
knitted his brow and said, "I am too busy, let's put it off." When he 

was collecting membership dues, some young workers asked, "What did the 
labor union do? Why is it that you only know how to collect fees?" How- 
ever, the union chairman was not afraid of being rebuffed, and still full 
of vigor, he pondered how to launch the labor union's work. He dis- 
covered that the management of the factory's dining hall was in chaos, 

and full of administrative loopholes. The quality of their meals was 
second-rate but the price was high, and there was not much variety. 

Workers strongly objected to it. The chairman of the labor union then 
discussed the situation with various army groups, selected representa- 
tives and organized a Life Committee. He himself went down to the dining 
hall, assisted administration, readjusted the kitchen staff, set a number 
of regulations for the dining hall and stopped up all loopholes. The 
chairman of the labor union led all members to do many difficult and pain- 
Staking jobs, and in a short time changed the appearance of the dining 

hall in many respects. When the dining hall was run well]. it further 
improved production. Thus, the secretary was also pleased, and said to the 
chairman of the labor union "Your labor union is doing very well, it solved 
many big and difficult problems." He also immediately suggested some ad- 
ministrative measures and solved the financial problems of the labor 

union. The chairman of the labor union continued to press on to the finish 
without letting up, assisted the administrative unit to build a water 
tower, and solved the workers’ summer water problem. When he was carrying 
out his work, he again held technical competitions and gave awards to 
winners. Thus, tl.2 activities of the labor union gradually were stimulated. 
It has become the subject of much discussion among union workers. They 
said that the labor union could really help the masses. The chairman of 
the labor union deeply learned from his own experience and said "Do not 
complain about your leader, and do not complain about the masses. The 

key is that you have to set an example." 


"Setting an example" gets to the heart of the matter cf launching labor 
union's activities. 


it is not that we do not stress the objective conditions; however, we must 
stress giving full play to subjective activities. If we want to liven up 
the activities, then we must firmly believe one thing, set the pole deep 
(do it thoroughly), grasp the problems that most need solution and which 
concern workers the most, and solve them one by one in a down-to-earth 
manner. Thus, we can win the attention of the party committee, the support 
of administrative units, and the endorsement of the masses. Except for 
this, there is no other way. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


MINOR PRINCIPLES, MAJOR PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED 
Beijing GONGREN RIBAO in Chinese 13 Nov 79 p 4 


{Article by Xin Xu [2500 2485] and Jin Yuan [5427 0626]: "Minor Principles 
Should Be Subordinate to Major Ones"] 


[Text] Comrade Mao Zedong has said, "In matters, there are major principles 
and minor principles. All minor principles must be subordinate to major 
ones." This is a correct principle that we should follow in dealing with 
problems. 


What are major principles? Major principles refer to the cardinal princi- 
ples that concern the future and destiny of our party and nation. At 
present, the consolidation of our nation, the stability of society, im- 
proving and promoting the people's material and cultural life all depend 
on the achievement of the Four Modernizations as well as the development 
of production. Therefore, to undertake the Four Modernizatons with one 
heart and one mind, with intense concentration, as well as stability and 
unity is our present major principle. 


Dealing with major principles does not mean that we do not care for minor 
principles. We should base ourselves on practical and realistic princi- 
ples. We should base ourselves on practical and realistic principles and 
persistently solve all reasonable problems either related to the masses 

or the individual. All those problems can be solved immediately should 

not be delayed. Problems which cannot be solved temporarily should be 
explained clearly to the masses. In these 3 years, our party has solved 

a large number of problems left over from history, and millions of people's 
unjust, false, or misjudged cases have been redressed. As far as the 
limitations of our country's financial and material resources would permit, 
we also did our best to solve the hardships of material and cultural life 
for many people, and we worked hard to improve people's lives, and eliminate 
many unstable factors. The facts are there for all to see. 

Because of the sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," the development 
of national economy has been slow, proportion is unbilanced, and some short- 
comings exist in our work which have caused many difficulties in the realms 
of the people's lives, wages and their occupations. Some of the problems, 
from the partial point of view and personal point of view, should have been 
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solved. However, from the point of view of the overall situation, we 
actually cannot solve all the problems at one time. What should we do? 
The only way is to concentrate on getting production going, thus we can 
gradually solve all the problems. There is no other way. 


There are still some people who do not understand the relationship between 
major principles and minor principles. Some comrades often take minor 
principles as their only principles, and stressing their personal or their 
own unit's profit to an inappropriate degree, they will adopt disruptive 
methods to bring pressure to bear on leading or;anizations. This is quite 
erroneous. At present, problems which need to be solved are mostly left 
over from history; they should not be attributed to our present leaders; 
even though some leaders have shortcomings and mistakes, we should not 
adopt disruptive methods. For disruption naturally will damage our 
stability and unity, and will add difficulties in accomplishing the Four 
Modernizations. If we engage in such erroneous actions that damage the 
Four Modernizations in order to uphold a few minor principles, we certain- 
ly will turn into our opposite, and those former minor principles will 
turn out to be unjustifiable. That is to say, we not only should not 
wilfully make trouble, and even though we base ourselves on minor princi- 
ples, we cannot be without scruples and do whatever we want. 


varticularly worthy of note is that there still is a small number of party 

embers who only care for themselves, and neither do they care for the 
nation nor the whole unit. They always attempt to take advantage of the 
social problems which have accumulated for many years, temporary present 
difficulties, or some people's grievances, to stir up trouble and create 
disturbances. They flaunt the banner of “anti-bureaucracy, anti-privilege, 
the struggle for human rights, the struggle for democracy" and point their 
spearheads at the party members of all levels. They form factions, es-~ 
tablish ties, run around on sinister errands, inflame and agitate people, 
and they desire to see the world plunged into chaos. We should enhance 
our vigilence against these small numbers of people who have ulterior 
motives. We must under no circumstances take them seriously as if they 
were anti-bureaucracy, anti-privilege, and we must under no circumstances 
be fooled. 


At present, our nation is in the process of shifting the focus of our work. 
All disorder must be straightened, full-scale reconstruction must get 
under way, andthe central question is to get production going. We have to 
know the overall situation, and take the interests of the whole into con- 
sideration, and consciously subordinate minor principles to major ones, 

put major principles in command of minor principles, and contribute our- 
selves to the prosperity of our nation and people. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


MAO ZEDONG'S CHANGE IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LI LISAN LINE REEXAMINED 


Beijing LISHI YANJIU [HISTORICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 10, 15 Oct 79 
pp 13-19 


[Article by Tian Yuan [3944 0954]: "A Question Arising in the Period of 
the Li Lisan Line--An Attempt To Analyze Comrade Mao Zedong's Understand- 
ing and Repudiation of the Li Lisan Line" ] 


[Text] The question of Comrade Mao Zedong's understanding and repudiation 
of the Li Lisan line merits our reexamination as we study the history of 
our party. 


From June to September 1930, the Chinese Communist Party mistakenly fol- 
lowed the Li Lisan line. The first indication of the acceptance of the Li 
Lisan line by the party's leadership came when the CCP Politburo approved 
at its 11 June session, over which Comrade Li Lisan presided, the "Reso- 
lution on Moves to Take Over One or Several Provinces First at a Time Wnen 
a High Point Is Reached in our Revolution." The resolution, based on a 
subjective evaluation of class conditions, proclaimed that the revolution 
had reached such a high point in China that the time was ripe for a Commu- 
nist takeover of one or several provinces first and then throughout the 
country. It called for the organization of armed uprisings in central 
cities and then an attack on these cities by the Red Army-~-a risky plan 

at the time. Its catch phrase was "Let's link up our forces in Wuhan 
city; Let our battle horses drink in the Yangtze River." This resolution 
was carried out in all central cities as well as at our revolution's “home 
base," though with varying degrees of seriousness. It was no accident 
that Li's line took hold in our party. At that time, international capi- 
talism was heading toward economic crisis. The political climate in China 
seemed to favor our revolution. Such a situation caused a number of com- 
rades, who were suffering from the “malady of impatience," to turn a blind 
eye to the undeniable fact that our enemy was far stronger than we were 
and to overexaggerate those political factors that were favorable to our 
revolution. The "leftist" sentiments began to run high within the party. 
With eagerness and good intentions, these comrades wishfully visualized a 
beautiful picture in which the economic crisis of world capitalism would 
bring the revolution in China to a high point and result in a Communist 
takeover of one or several provinces at first and then of the entire coun- 
try; this success, in turn, would set the world revolution in motion. A 
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left-leaning opportunist line was thus born, a line that was embraced by a 
large number of comrades within our party and was to carry the day. 


How, then, did Comrade Mao Zedong, who was then a member of the CCP Central 
Committee and the political director of the First Red Corps, react to the 
spread of the Li Lisan line? Party historians held the following three 
different views: 


"Party histories” compiled and published during the Cultural Revolution 
asserted that Comrade Mao Zedong perceived the mistake in the Li Lisan 
Line from the very start, made himself conspicuous by openly opposing that 
line and had no part in it whatsoever. 


Another school claimed that Comrade Mao Zedong was "farsighted" and “tact- 
ful." While he knew from the start that Li's line was a blunder, he re- 
sorted to a subtle strategy of struggle. He did not openly challenge the 
line but executed it in a way which defeated its purpose. 


Lastly, some comrades cited the fact that Comrade Mao Zedong did lead an 
attack on Changsha city by his First Red Corps and did sign a number of 
orders reflecting his agreement with Li's line. They faulted Comrade Mao 
Zedong for being an adherent to Li's line from start to finish. 


In our opinion, all these views are debatable. 


From the material currently available to us, we find that Comrade Mao 
Zedong's understanding of the Li Lisan line took shape in three stages. 


The first stage began with his receipt of an order from the CCP Central 
Committee in mid-June 1930, when he was in Changding County, Fujian Prov- 
ince, and ended on the eve of a second attack on Changsha city in August 
1930. During this period, Comrade Mao Zedong was skeptical of the Li 
Lisan line. Nevertheless, he accepted and, in practice, implemented this 
erroneous line. 


In his book "The Great Road,” American writer A. Smedley, noting some 
reminiscences by Comrade Zhu De, quoted him as saying: "Mao Zedong and I 
were both skeptical about the entire program (Li Lisan's program of attack- 
ing big cities). But then we had \ived for so long in the mountains. Our 
understanding of the domestic and i: ternational situation was incomplete. 
Under the circumstances, we had no choice but to accept our Central Com- 
mittee's analysis of the situation. We were aware that world capitalism 
was entering into an economic recession. We had a general idea of the 
conditions in China, which were even worse than they were before the 1911 
revolution when the Manchurian dynasty was still in power. The Central 
Committee told us that a nationwide uprising was imminent in China. We 
had to take their word for it." 


Comrade Zhu De's reminiscences reflected the true situation as existed at 
that time. 
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Why was Comrade Mao Zedong skeptical of the Li Lisan line from the ver, 
beginning? It is clear from his writings in those years, such as “Why Is 
It That Red Political Power Can Exist in China?", “The Struggle in the 
Chingkang Mountains," and “A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire," that 
Comrade Mao Zedong was convinced by his Marxist evaluation of China's 
conditions and by his personal experiences in organizing revolution in 
China since 1927 that the revolution in China should first engulf the 
countryside surrounding the cities, leading to an eventual capture of the 
cities. He disapproved of the approach of organizing hit-and-run guer- 
rilla attacks on the cities and organizing riots inside the cities. There- 
fore, his skepticism toward the order received from the Central Vommittee 
to organize attacks on the major cities and to incite riots inside the 
central cities is understandable. 


Why then did Comrade Mao Zedong accept the Li Lisan line? His action was 
justified by historical conditions. First of all, Comrade Mao Zedong and 
Comrade Zhu De were operating in the mountains and lacked a timely and 
complete understanding of the domestic and international situations un- 
folding at the time. That was why Comrade Zhu De said: “The Central Com- 
mittee told us that @ nationwide uprising was imminent in China. We had 
to take their word for it.” Secondly, Li Lisan's words had a convincing 
ring to them. Within the First Red Corps, with the exception of Comrade 
Mao Zedong, Comrade Zhu De and a few others who had reservations, and most 
comrades were willing to go along with Li Lisan. It was hard for Comrade 
Mao Zedong to ignore the will of the majority. Thirdly, Li's instructions 
came under the name of the Central Committee. Comrade Mao Zedong had to 
obey orders from the Central Committee on military moves. 


A host of historical aaterials and facts offer proof that Comrade Mao 
Zedong did once act on the Li Lisan line. For example: 


On 25 June 1930, Mao Zedong, as the chairman of the Chinese Revolutionary 
Military Commission, issued a “Message From the Chinese Revolutionary 
Military Commission on Attacking Nanchang City and Converging Forces at 
Wuhan City.” The message clearly stated: "The reactionary rule is on the 
brink of collapse.... Subjective conditions for a nationwide victory of 
ovr revolution are ripe. A high point in our revolution is ahead of us." 
The message continued: “We feel confident that the victory of our revolu- 
tion in China will certainly set in motion world-wide revolution. There- 
fore, such a victory will mean not only the doom of the reactionary 
Kuomintang and warlords in China but also the collapse of imperialism. 

We are poised for a decisive battle, a battle which will liberate China 
from under the trampling feet of imperialism and warlordism. We have 

set off the explosion of revolution. We are waiting for the dawn of 
revolution to come. Our red flags will soon fly over the entire world.” 
Such an assessment of the then situation led the Military Commission to 
decide “that the First Corps of the Red Army should move ito Nanchang 
city and link up with the Second and the Third Corps in Wunan city with 
the aim ~f capturing Hunan, Anhui and Jiangsi provinces first, thereby 


59 





spreading the high tide of revolution throughout the country." If we are 
to compare the wording of this message with that of the 11 June resolution 
of the Central Committee Politburo, we will find that che message reflected 
wholehearted, unreserved support for the Li Lisan line characterized by 

the left-leaning opportunist slogan: “Let's link up our forces in Wuhan 
city; Let our battle horses drink in the Yangtze River." 


After sending out this message, Comrade Mao Zedong personally led his First 
Red Corps from Dingzhou toward Nanchang. He and his troops fought their 
way through Xinkuo, Jishui, Yungfeng and Xinkan. They attacked Zhangshu 

to pose a threat to Nanchang city. In July 1930, Comrade Mao Zedong wrote 
a poem entitled "March From Tingchow tc Changsha." It went like this: 


"In June, heaven's armies chastise the corrupt and evil, 
Seeking to bind roc and whale with a league-long cord.... 
A million workers and peasants rise up 
Sweeping Kiangsi straight towards Hunan and Hupeh.” 


These words made clear his assessment of the military situation at that 
time and expressed his full confidence in the eventual victory of his 
expedition. These words also echoed the sentiments expressed in the words 
“link up with the Second and Third Corps in Wuhan city with the aim of 
capturing Hunan, Anhui and Jiangsi provinces first, thereby spreading the 
nigh tide of revolution throughout the country,” from the message issued 
ip his mame as chairman of the Military Commission. It is said that 
"poetry expresses true feelings." Indeed the author's frame of mind, 
viewpoint and sentiments came through loud and clear in this poem. If 

we are to accept the theory of certain comrades that Comrade Mao Zedong 
was then extremely skeptical of, greatly alarmed by, and unreservedly 
opposed to the Li Lisan line, how can we explain this poetic outburst? 


By the end of July, the First Red Corps reached the vicinity of Nanchang 
city. On 1 October, two columns moved on the Niuxin station, some 15 kilo- 
meters from Nanchang. The defenders of Nanchang were very cunning. They 
refused to fire a shot or come out to fight. So the Red Army faced the 
dilemma of not being able to coax the enemy to come out of the city to be 
annihilated or to fight its way into the city. What was worse, the masses 
in Jiangsi Province were not readily rallying to the revolution. As a re- 
sult, the First Red Corps “decided to move on toward Hunan Province, with 
the aim of capturing Changsha and raiding Wuhan."! It ran into fierce 
fighting all along the way. On 20 August, the Red Army annihilated the 
enemy at Wenchia city. It suffered the casualty of 700 men killed or 
wounded. The toll for the enemy was three regiments, one battalion, and 
one machine-gun company wiped out. On 23 August, the First Red Corps 
finally linked up with the Second and the Third Corps at Liuyang and 
Yungho. They were regrouped into the First Front Red Army; Comrade Mao 
Zedong was its political director general and Comrade Zhu De and Comrade 
Peng Dehuai were the commander-in-chief and the deputy commander-in-chief 
respectively. Under their leadership, the regrouped Red Army laid seige 
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to Changsha for the second time, ready to storm the city. On 19 August 
1930, Comrade Mao Zedong wrote a letter to the commissioner of South- 
western Jiangsi Province, with copies to be forwarded to the commissioner 
of Western Fujian Province and *» the CCP Central Committee. On 24 August 
1930, he again wrote a letter reporting on the military situation to the 
commissioner of Southwestern Jiangsi Province, with copies to Comrade Chen 
Yi and Comrade Wu Zhunghao, and copies to be forwarded to the commissioner 
of Western Fujian Province and to the CCP Central Committee. In both 
letters Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "By our estimate, our enemy is 

on a precipitate course. Ho Jian suffered a resounding defeat at the 
hands of our Third Corps who managed to surround his forces and was badly 
shaken. My First Corps quashed the enemy er-counter. We will capture 
Changsha and Yuezhou. We will attack Wuhan and Jiujiang. We are widening 
our hold in Hunan, Anhui and Jiangsi provinces and promoting a nationwide 
insurgence." These two letters were internal memoranda. If Comrade Mao 
Zedong had “seen through" the mistaken Li Lisan line from the very begin- 
ning but had refrained from publicly challenging the CCP Central Committee 
out of a desire to put up a more subtle struggle, as some «omrades are 
claiming, he could have bluntly and unreservedly express’ « iis disagree- 
ment in these two internal messages. Instead, he voicer :; objection to 
the basic concepts of Li's line. As a matte. of fact, w xpressed full 
confidence by recapturing Changsha city and then taking ‘ aan city. He 
urged repeatedly the 30,000 Red Army reservists in South estern Jiangsi 
Province and cadets of the Red Army Academy led by Comrade Deng Zuhui to 
move north “as quickly as possible” to reach Pingliu in time to back up 
his attacks om Changsha city, “as dictated by the military needs arising 
in Hunan, Anhui aed Jiangsi provinces." He suggested that "the Central 
Committee give him directions on how to take Wuhan city, be prepared to 
set up a government and a Red Army General Headquarters after Wuhan falls, 
and dispatch a representative to Southern Anhui Province." It is clear 
that he was looking ahead to a political followup after the capture of 
Wuhan city. 


On 29 August, the CCP Central Co* ittee, in an urgent message to its 
Yangtze River bureau, with copi«. to Hunan Provincial CCP Committee and 
CCP committees of the military front and CCP administrative committees 
in Hunan, Anhui and Jiangsi provinces, highly commended the First Front 
Red Army for its execution of the Central Committee's policy and its 
initiative in mounting a second attack on Changsha city. The message 


pointed out: “It has come to our attention that the Third, Fourth, Fifth 
and Eighth Corps have made contact with each other and are on the march 
toward Changsha.” “We believe that once you have made contact, you will 


meet to discuss how to recapture Changsha." "We estimate that the re- 
capture of Changsha by our Red Army will be imminent." 


The foregoing is proof that from June to August 1930, Comrade Mao Zedong, 
while he had doubts about the Li Lisan line, kept his doubts to himself 
and went along with Li. 


61 








The second stage coincided with Red Army's second campaign to capture 
Changsha. During this period Comrade Mao Zedong realized, through experi- 
ence, that he was right in being skeptical about the Li Lisan line and 
that Li's line was indeed wrong. 


On 23 August, the First Red Corps linked up with the Third Red Corps. 

They were regrouped into the First Front Red Army and began their second 
attack on Changsha. The ensuing battle was described in the second issue 
of the INSURGENCE WEEKLY published on 15 September 1930, in this way: 

“This time our First Red Corps, our Third Red Corps and armed citizens 

in various counties joined forces for a general uprising in Hunan Province. 
On 24 August, our men started our from Liuyang in three columns. They 
routed the enemy forces in their path and reached Changsha on 30 August. 
That night they surrounded the city proper and began their offense." 

"They tightened their noose around Changsha city once more on 2 September 
and decimated all the enemy units under the command of Tao Guang and three 
enemy regiments under the command of Chen Kuangzhung at such places as 
Yigiawuan and Datopu." The officers and men of the Red Army fought gal- 
lantly and won some battles in their attempts to take Changsha. But Chang- 
sha withstood the onslaught. The reason was twofold: The Red Army lacked 
modern offensive weapons, and it was outnumbered--its 13 regiments against 
the enemy's 31 regiments commanded by Ho Jian. The commanders and fighters 
of the Red Army tried everything they could think of. Once they even or- 
soni zed a stampede of oxen carrying inflammable material, an ancient tactic 
used in the period of the “warring states,” but to no avail. Meanwhile, 
the Red Army kept running up its casualties while enemy reinforcements con- 
tinued to arrive. Such battle experiences convinced Comrade Mao Zedong 
that the enemy was still far too strong for the Red Army to handle and that 
it was not yet in a position to take on and then to hold on to the central 
cities. Therefore, Comrade Mao Zedoi..g, Comrade Zhu De and others embarked 
on a patient ideological campaign among comrades within the party and the 
military ranks to persuade the majority of the commanders of the First 
Front Red Army to retreat from Changsha. In "The Great Road,” A. Smedley 
wrote: “At 8:00 p.m. on 13 September, Zhu De sad Mao Zedong took the most 
important step in their entire caree'‘s. This step averted a grave crisis 
in China's revolutionary movement. They overthrew the Li Lisan line, namely 
the policy adopted by the CCP Central Committee, and ordered the troops to 
retreat from Changsha." 


The third stage saw Comrade Mao Zedcung tactfully pushing aside the Li Lisan 
line, resolutely building up bases of operation in the countryside and 
nursing the Red Army back to strength. 


Where should the Red Army go after the retreat from Changsha? Comrade Mao 
Zedong suggested Jian city, Jiangsi Province, as their next target. Why 
did Comrade Mao Zedong not take his men to the countryside but, instead, 
lead them toward a raid on Jian city? The question will be asked: It is 
true that Changsha was a big city. But Jian was also a city of medium 
size. If it was wrong to attack a big city, would it be right to attack 
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a medium-sized city? To answer this question, we must take a look at the 
historical conditions. At that time, most comrades of the First Red Corps 
agreed to back away from Changsha because they were convinced that its de- 
fence was too strong. It had not yet occurred to them that the reckless 
Li Lisan line of attacking big cities was inherently a mistake. They still 
had their hearts set on following the course charted by the CCP Central 
Committee and striking at the cities. If Comrade Mao Zedong had taken an 
untactful and inflexible approach, he could have caused a split in the 
ranks of the First Front Red Army. In order to achieve his larger objec- 
tive, he decided to humor his men and settled on a campaign against Jian 
city as a means of persuading and educating his men, trying patiently to 
bring them to their senses. Jian was picked because it was encircled by 
areas already under Red control. It was like a deserted island in a Red 
sea. [tt was defended by only one enemy division (consisting of less than 
three regiments). It was an easy mark. If Jian city should fall to the 
Red Arny, there would be one less obstacle to the spread of our revolution 
in Southwestern Jiangsi Province. 


So, on 13 September, Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade Zhu De signed the mili- 
tary order in Zhuzhou city on the attack on Jian. 


The order opened: “Our army, acting on the instruction of the CCP Central 
Committee," is prepared to capture Nanchang and Wuhan cities. They used 
these words to bolster the credibility of the CCP Central Committee and 

to strengthen the solidarity in the First Front Red Army. But, both men- 
tally and physically, Comrade Mao Zedong was already in the process of 
casting off the Li Lisan line. The following developments are good proof 
of this: 


On 29 September, the CCP Central Committee sent Comrade Zhou Yili of the 
Yangtze River bureau as an envoy to urge the First Front Red Army to mount 
another offensive against Changsha and Nanchang cities. Comrade Mao Zedong 
met with Comrade Zhou Yili in Yuanzhou, Jiangsi Province, for a night--long 
discussion. He convinced the latter that at’ acking Changsha was not a good 
idea and got him to accept his own concept waoleheartedly. As a result, 
Comrade Zhou Yili did not insist that the First Front Red Army should follow 
the instruction of the CCP Central Committee to attack Changsha and other 
big cities. On the contrary, he joined Comrade Mao Zedong in persuading 
those unenlightened comrades of the First Front Red Army to accept Comrade 
Mao Zedong's correct concept. 


On 4 October, the Red Army captured Jian city on its first attempt. This 
success prompted more than 10,000 young men of Southwestern Jiangsi Province 
to enlist in the Red Army. At the same time, the CCP Central Committee 
abandoned the Li Lisan line. However, for lack of fast means of transporta- 
tion and communications at the time, the CCP Central Committee's directive 
did mot reach the First Red Corps soon enough. Some commanders in the 

First Front Red Army still felt strongly that they should adhere to the Li 
Lisan plan and move north on Nanchang city. To maintain solidarity, Com 
rade Mao Zedong went along with them and led their troops northward toward 
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the valley of the Yuanshui Kiver. Along the way Comrade Mao Zedong con- 
vened Xiajiang conference“ and Qingjiang Taipingyu conference? to review 
the overall situation in the nation and, using his power of persuasion 
with great patience, to bring all the comrades around to his way of think- 
ing. 


Toward the end of November, the First Front Red Army received the news 
that Chiang Kai-shek was organizing a counterrevolutionary “expedition” 

to close in on the Red Army. At the Lofang conference,” Comrade Mao Zedong 
and Comrade Zhu De, with great patience, finally persuaded the senior offi- 
cers of the First Front Red Army to abandon Li Lisan's action plan and 
settled on the strategy of "trapping the enemy deep in the Red-held areas." 
The Red Army then quickly moved back to the Red bases. In early December, 
the directive from the CCP Central Committee criticizing the Li Lisan line 
reached the First Red Corps when it was regrouping and training at Huangpo, 
Ningdu County, Jiangsi Province. Comrade Mao Zedong presided over the 
Huangpo conference” to criticize thoroughly the mistake in the Li Lisan 
line. This marked the end of the struggle of the First Front Red Army 
against Li's line. 


At a time when the Red forces in various other bases of operation were suf- 
fering irreparable losses from following the Li Lisan line, the gradual 
realization of the mistake in his line by Comrade Mao Zedong, Comrade Zhu 
De and others and their decision to resort to a tactful struggle in order 
to retain the solidarity of the rank and file helped the First Front Red 
Army to avoid losses and, in fact, to grow in strength. 


Like the First Front Red Army, the Red Army First Corps operating in Hubei, 
Henan and Anhui provinces, the Red Army 10th Corps operating in Northeastern 
Jiangsi Province, some other regular and irregular Red units, some municipal 
CCP committees, and some youth and labor union organizations also came to 
realize the mistake in the Li Lisan line through tneir own practice and cor- 
rected their left-leaning courses in time. As a result, they also grew 
stronger during a later period when warlords fought madly among themselves. 


When we study the history of this period, we see that Comrade Mao Zedong's 
unders -anding of the Li Lisan line was formed in several stages. First, 

he io9llowed Li's line. Then, through experience, he came to realize the 
mistake in Li's line and the danger in following it. Finally, he struggled 
against it and overthrew it. We also see that when struggling against an 
erroneous line, Comrade Mao Zedong always had the best interests and the 
larger objective of the party in mind. While a man of principles, he made 
compromises when necessary and resorted to a tactful method of struggle. 


The so-called "party histories" that appeared during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion, in commenting on Comrade Mao Zedong‘s reaction to the Li Lisan line, 
claimed that Comrade Mao Zedong had seen through the Li Lisan line from 
the very beginning and, displaying a dauntless spirit of daring by going 
against the tide, put up a resolute struggle against it. But so far we 


64 





still have not come across any indisputable historical material or concrete 
evidence that would back up such a claim. This tendency to draw conclusion 
with total disregard of historical facts became a controversial fad some 
years ago and culminated in the mass production of modern-day superstitions 
and witchcraft by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." Since their conclusions 
had no historical or scientific basis, they could not stand up to close 
scrutiny. We consider it unworthy of our breath to offer a rebuttal against 
them. This is the first point we wish to clarify. 


Now, the second point. Some comrades maintain that while Comrade Mao Ze- 
dong did discern a mistake in the Li Lisan line from the very beginning, 
he chose not to challenge it openly. Instead, he struggled against it in 
a tactful way and won his point. This is also a far-fetched theory. The 
undeniable fact remains that Comrade Mao Zedong and his subordinates in 
the First Red Corps and the First Front Red Army, like party organizations 
and Red Army units in other bases of operation, followed the Li Lisan line 
from June to August 1930, without exception. During this 2-month period, 
Comrade Mao Zedong made no attempt to fight an erroneous line and could 
not be said to have formed a tactful method to struggle against it. To 
highlight Comrade Mao Zedong's gift of Marxist insight and his spirit for 
struggle, some well-meaning comrades threw historical facts out of the 
window. They let their imagination take over and, working behind closed 
doors, rewrote history according to their subjective wishes and pragmatic 
considerations. They touched up and embellished history in such a way 
that facts and fiction became undistinguishable. By so doing they were 
actually disobeying the very Marxist fundamental principle of deriving 
truth from facts which Comrade Mao Zedong preached all his life and were 
unknowingly pursuing the evil course of an idealist concept of history. 
These comrades may have had good motives, but what they were doing defeated 
their own purposes. For all their good intentions, they were achieving 
merely negative and harmful results. 


Finally, the third point. Certain comrades have criticized Comrade Mao 
Zedong for following the Li Lisan line. They deny that Comrade Mao Zedong 
ever resolutely opposed and fought the Li Lisan line. They insist that 
Comrade Mao Zedong followed Li's line to the letter from start to finish. 
This theory again does not have a leg to stand on. The historical fact 

of the negation of and the opposition to the Li Lisan line by the general 
front-line CCP Committee of the First Front Red Army headed by Comrade 

Mao Zedong was acknowledged even by the Central Bureau of the Soviet Zone, 
which stumbled onto the left-leaning line for the third time in our party's 
history. On the subject, the Central Bureau had this to say: "The after- 
math of our campaign to take Changsha (by then the First Red Corps and the 
Third Red Corps were merged and the general front-line CCP Committee was 
formed) proved the Li Lisan line to be wrong and unfeasible. This was why 
the general front-line CCP Committee was skeptical of the Li Lisan line from 
the start, then opposed it, and finally took to the right line.” As to the 
question of Comrade Mao Zedong's acceptance of the Li Lisan line in the 
initial stage, we must evaluate it in the light of the historical conditions 
which existed at that time to achieve a balanced picture. 
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The great accomplishments of Comrade Mao Zedong during the period of the 
new democratic revolution were undeniable. If it weren't for Comrade Mao 
Zedong, the Chinese people could not have won such a swift, complete vic- 
tory in their revolution. The entire history of our party bears eloquent 
testimony to his greatness. However, to give Comrade Mao Zedong credit 
where it is due is one thing, but to deify Comrade Mao Zedong in total dis- 
regard of historical evidence is quite another. Comrade Mao Zedong himself 
once said: "If someone should say that a certain comrade, such as a member 
of the CCP Central Committee or myself, came to grips with the law of the 
Chinese revolution from the very start, he would be exaggerating. You must 
not take it seriously. No such thing happened." Such an unbiased self- 
assessment by Comrade Mao Zedong provides the right perspective for the 
history of his struggle against the Li Lisan line as well as for the his- 
tory of our party as a whole. When we study the party history, or any 
history for that matter, we must work with the facts. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. This passage was quoted from Comrade Mao Zedong's letter addressed to 
the commissioner of Southwestern Jiangsi Province, with copies to Com- 
rade Chen Yi and Comrade Wu Zhunghao, and copies forwarded to the com- 
missioner of Western Fujian Province and to the CCP Central Committee. 


<. Xiajiang Conference: In mid-October 1930, Comrade Mao Zedong convened 
a conference of the general front-line CCP Committee of the First Front 
Red Army in Xiajiang County, Jiangsi Province. 


3. Taipingyu Conference: In about the third week of October 1930, Comrade 
Mao Zedong presided over a conference of the general front-line CCP 
Committee of the First Front Red Army at Taipingyu, Qingjiang County, 
Jiangsi Province. 


= 


Lofang Conference: A joint conference between the general front-line 
CCP Committee and Jiangsi Provincial CCP Administrative Committee was 
held in late October 1930 at Lofang, Xinyu County, Jiangsi Province. 


5. Huangpo Conference: In December 1930, the general front-line CCP Com- 
mittee of the First Front Red Army held a conference at Huangpo, Ningdu 
County, Jiangsi Province. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


*GUANGMING RIBAO' ON NEW NATIONALITIES WORK BY CAO YU 
HKO4O915 Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 14 Dec 79 p 3 HK 


[Article by Yu Shang [0151 1424] and Jie Mang [3381 5345]]: “An Historical 
Contribution--on Comrade Cao Yu's New Work ‘Wang Zhaojun'") 


[Text] Comrade Cao Yu's "Wang Zhaojun" has artistically brought us back 
again to the history of Zhaojun going outside the Great Wall to get 
married for the sake of peace. In contrast to previous Zhaojun stories 
portraying Zhaujun as a beauty cursed with bad luck who brought disgrace 
on the nation, castigated high-ranking officials and chided the one who 
painted her picture, it places emphasis on praising national friendship, 
national unity and national cultural exchanges. Pathetic scenes found 

in previous literary and artistic works, such as Zhaojun weeping and 
crying on her way outside the Great Wall, have given way to sequences 
dominated by bright notes and a cheerful atmosphere with Zhaojun soon 
wiping her eyes to regain her composure as “one full of life and spirit." 
In a word, it is a completely new version in thinking, in plot and in 
characterization. However, these are not the only reasons for our credit- 
ing the writer with an historical contribution. Most important of all, 
the image of Wang Zhaojun created by him is not only new but full of 
vitality--an image that can really hold its own. 


Zhaojun is only briefly mentioned in recorded history. Zhaojun's thinking 
and character are described in the "'Huns in Southern Mongolia,’ The History 
of Later Han." In it is written: "“Zhaojun had been in the Imperial Palace 
for several years. But not given a chance to see the emperor, she was 
filled with resentment. She, therefore, asked the court official to let 
her go. At a farewell party for Hu Hanxie, the emperor sent for five 
girls. Of them, Zhaojun stood out as a ravishing beauty that added glamor 
to the Han court and captivated the emperor and all those present.... 

Out of such ‘ragmentary historical data, it is very difficult to create 

the image of Zhaojun so that her thinking and character are not distorted. 
But these few lines are not to be taken lightly as they form the main 
basis of the writer's artistic recreation. Ip act, Zhaojun's request 

to leave on her own initiative is in itself an act full of mean‘ng. It 
serves to illustrate many points and is, in the language of dramatists, 

an embodiment of many unspoken lines of dialog. 





Very few poets and writers in history dared look squarely at Wang Zhaojun's 
own willingness to leave. Therefore, what is most worthy and most prominent 
in Wang Zhaojun‘s thinking and character was left out and not reflected 

as it should have been. Comrade Cao Yu has proven his judgment and talent 
in this respect, with his thorough grasp of what should be given prominence 
and his adherence to it as a basis of Zhaojun's thinking and character 

and as a starting point for an unfolding story. 


We cannot help being surprised by the writer's thorough and complete 
knowledge of Zhaojun's character as he introduces her before other 
figures in the first scene. The second scene finds Zhaojun on her way 
to the palace for an audience granted by Emperor Yuan and King Hu Hanxie. 
"The road is lined all the way with officials and generals and princes 
from various areas and provinces." But she “takes her time, walking 
slowly and leisurely, her steps sure and confident, as she braces herself 
for whatever lies ahead." This compels our admiration. Zhaojun cannot 
be portrayed otherwise. This is the very way that Zhaojun should have 
behaved! 


The writer not only clings to the cream of Zhaojun's thinking and character 
but takes it as the focus of his elaborate efforts in designing and 
arranging story scenes vivid enough to get across such thinking and 
character and to unfold her ideals, ambitions, courage and wisdom and 
spirit which was marked by a sense of martyrdom. 


Zhoujun appears on the scene with many questions weighing on her mind about 
life and herself. To heaven, she says: "Mother, why should I have been 
born? Am I meant to have these forbidding palace walls for company? 

Am I meant to take care of soaring pines, the willows with their easily 
bent branches and the railings that stretch away endlessly?" "Aunt, 
everything you said about being ‘chaste, polite in speech, skillful 

in workmanship and mindful of looks' may be right, but am I to wait there 
till the end of the world!" She hates and repudiates the dogma of being 
“chaste, polite in speech, skillful in workmanship and mindful of looks-- 
dogma aimed at enslaving and degrading one as a plaything. She shudders 
at the thought of the disgusting "example" of Madam Sun honored with the 
title of a beautiful lady. She wants sorely to free herself from such a 
life of imprisonment. She hopes that "like wild goose, she can fly 
9,000 li at a time” and that “like a wild goose, she can fly in the vast 
azure sky." She wants to pursue the state of “ever keeping a bosom 
friend" and to pursue a free and happy life. She vows she will one day 
walk breezily out of the forbidding walls of the palace. 


For a young girl impounded 3 years in the depths of the palace, such 
feelings are entirely understandable and believable. This is a very 
typical scene. It is not only a true portrayal and summary of the 
pathetic fate of thousands of court ladies but a description of Zhaojun's 
marked individuality. Wang Zhaojun is not depicted by Comrade Cao Yu as 
a passive successor to a pathetic fate but as one who bravely rises to 
take her destiny in her own hands, one who wants to make something of 
herself. 
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The writer not only deals with such prominent aspects of Zhaojun's thinking 
and character but gives a convincing description of the background that 
shapes such thinking and character. The writer does not directly tackle 
the matter of Zhaojun's request to leave on her own initiative. [HK040920] 
Instead, true to the artistic principle of fitting typical traits into 
typical circumstances, he gets it across throug) such scenes as the 

palace with its life of inprisonment, Madam Qiang with her disgusting 
instructive words, “being chaste, polite in speech, skillful in workman- 
ship and mindful of looks,” beautiful Lady Sun as an “example” that gives 
one a scary feeling, and so forth and through such scenes as Zhaojun's 
father with his painful and poignant words at the time of dying, Zhaojun 
with her ambitions and the goals that she pursues and with her singing 
“always think of each other" at the risk of being beheaded, and so forth. 
All this encourages Zhaojun to give up the road that Madam Qiang had 
designed for her, the road of climbing up the ladder step by step “from 

a court lady to the title of a beautiful lady and to a queen" and to choose 
instead the road of going outside the Great Wall to get married for the 
sake of peace and cultivating friendship between the man and Mongolian 
people within and outside the Great Wall. Thanks to the writer's having 
taken great pains with the background that shapes her thinking and 
character, we can see that for Zhaojun, the kind of life behind the doors 
of the palace has long become unbearable and the temptation to seize a 
change to “ride the wind to fly high up in the sky" and walk out breezily 
to do what she considers right has become increasingly irresistible. The 
scene of choosing between two different kinds of fate fits in admirably, 
colorfully and forcefully. Her Aunt Madam Qiang throws tearful scenes 

ind does everything she can to discourage her. But nothing shakes her 
resolution, as she asks permission to leave. "The die is cast. I also 
want to go." To Madam Qiang, her relatives, court ladies and Da Huangmen 
who have all wanted to see her awarded the title of “beautiful lady," 
Zhaojun says firmly: "There has Seen a beautiful lady sun, but never will 
there be a beautiful lady Wang!" What a brilliant description of the 
traits of a character! 


In the second scene where Zhaojun meets with the emperor, her courage 
and wisdom are given more prominence. An ordinary court lady who has 
just turned 19, she remains calm and poised on a solemn occasion when 
her fate is being decided. Alert and wakeful, she “braces herself for 
whatever lies ahead." She dares to turn down the emperor's order for 
her to sing the "Singing of a Deer." Instead, she suggests that the 
more meaningful piece “Always Know Each Other" be sung. She eloquently 
answers subsequent questions raised by the emperor about "Always Know 
Each Other." The song “Always Know Each Other" is the crystallization 
of the innermost thoughts of one who understands and desires a marriage 
dedicated to the cause of peace. It also represents the understanding 
and wish for peace between the Hans and the Huns on the part of Zhaojun's 
father and the Hans and Huns in border areas and even on the part of 

the people throughout China. She therefore does not sing the piece 
prepared by the emperor himself but this folk song. It seems that her 
very act may provoke imperial anger. But actually it chimes in with the 











excellent situation of rapprochement between Hans and Huns and the 
atmosphere of the whole varty and with what Emperor Yuan of the Han 
Dynasty and King Hu Hanxie have in mind then and there. It draws nothing 
but applause from the emperor and the king. 


After joining the Huns, these aspects of Zhaojun's character show new 
development. For instance, she is not afraid of offending Prince Wen Dun 
in her effort to save the family of Xiao Mana. To maintain the unity 
between the Hans and Huns and the dignity of Hu Hanxie, she denounces 

the emperor's brother-in-law Prince Wang Long to his face and orders 

his “withdrawal!" 


In a word, a brand new Wang Zhaojun with brains and the courage to act is 
on the scene. It is an admirable and desirable image of Zhaojun. Such 
an image could only be a product of this era--a product only by a writer 
imbued with the Marxist-Leninist concept of nationalities and concept 

of literature and art. It is therefore worth being called an historical 
contribution. 


Comrade Cao Yu's success with "Wang Zhaojun" may also be attributed to his 
skillful and masterful handling of peace and war and the relations between 
two forces, one advocating rapprochement and exchanges between 
nationalities and the other insisting on discrimination and mutual 

laughter. in praising a marriage motivated by a desire for peace and 
stressing rapprochement, the writer does not get carried away in painting 
a rosy picture of peace. Instead, a marriage so motivated and built on 
a given basis is presented as an exercise which runs into various obstacles, 
meets with interference and opposition and is an object of intrigue and 
sabotage by those typical figures bent on taking national disputes and 
slaughter as a joy. In the first scene, immediately after singing 
"Always Know Each Other" in her audience with the emperor, an urgent 
imperial edict comes from the frontier fortress of Jilu. As she arrives 
at the Hun Imperial Court, the emperor's brother-in-law Prince Wang Long 
says to Zhaojun in a commanding tone, “act like one worthy of the prestige 
of the Han Court in dealing with the Huns in every respect." "Eat no 
Mongolian food, wear no Mongolian dress and quit laughing and joking...’ 
Later, Wen Dun joins Wang Long in fabricating the story of King Hu Hanxie's 
opposition to the Hans and in carrying out various intrigues and plots 
to sow dissension between Hans and Huns and between the king and Zhaojun. 
Wen Dun finally gangs up with the remnants of Zhi Zhi in staging an armed 
rebellion and personally speaks slightingly of Hu Hanxie. It can be said 
that every step forward in the marriage or the cause of rapprochement is 
preceded by struggle. This is amply treated in the script. The readers 
are left with the clear-cut impression that success in concluding the 
marriage is achieved only after overcoming numerous obstacles and only 
after triumphing over opposition from various quarters. This has helped 
to enhance the ideological and artistic value of the work. 


Another praiseworthy point is that the image of Ziaojun is not praised 
to excess. The writer stresses Zhaojun's ambitions and ideals, her 
courage and wisdom and so forth to get across her extraordinary qualities. 
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But this is not carried beyond the limits of the typical environment in 
which she is placed, and is in line with the natural and logical develop- 
ment of her character. [HK040925] Im her audience with the emperor, 
Zhaojun's back talk to Emperor Yuan seems to be something of a surprise. 
Actually this provides a natural outlet for her pent-up feelings over 

3 years of secluded palace life. Her flow of eloquence as she speaks 

out at the palace is the very result of what has gone through her mind 
for the thousandth time in the depths of the palace. It can be said that 
her display of courage and wisdom in the presence of the emperor is also 
a natural product of years of rigorous palace life! At the same time, 
while portraying a Zhaojun “taking it easy, walking slowly and leisurely” 
and showing unusual poise and confidence in public, the writer does not 
seek to conceal the inevitable traces of “shyness and nervousness” in 

a 19-year-old court lady seeing the emperor for the first time. What 
distinguishes Zhaojun is her ability to consciously repress such feelings 
as they rise in her. Also, as Zhaojun is after all still a 19-year-old 
court lady, she is depicted by the writer as one equal to her struggle 
with the set of feudal ethics and enslaving doctrines and ideas 
represented by Madam Qiang and the latter's way of throwing tearful 
scenes to attract attention; however, with the Huns, she is described as 
inexperienced and inadequate to a complicated struggle brought about by 
Wang Long, Wen Dun and Xie Le who are careerists and conspirators imbued 
with Han chauvinism and regional nationalism. She needs the guidance 

and help of Xiao Yu and Ku Lingding. This makes the image of Zhaojun 
more realistic. 


However, we feel that taken as a whole, Zhaojun's image does not carry 
as much force in the subsequent three scenes as in the first two. Of 
course, less is historically recorded about Zhaojun after she goes 
outside the Great Wall. This presents an objective difficulty. But in 
the first two scenes, the writer has brought Zhaojun to life, laying 

a very good foundation for her image. After she joins the imperial 
court of the Huns, should more not then be said about her other than her 
learning and following local customs, using rouge, drinking tea and 
milk, learning horsemanship and archery and putting on “military and 
Mongolian costumes?" In addition, the script has failed to treat ade- 
quately the matter of investigating conditions among the people, it has 
especially failed to take this as a basis for an account that should be 
given of what benefits King Hu Hanxie's policy of "Hans and Huns being 
one family" has brought to the people of the grasslands. Therefore, 
Zhaojun's subsequent words to Hu Hanxie, "Only after my coming over 

to the imperial court do I realize why the people of the grasslands hold 
you in such great respect,’ become devoid of substance and lacking in force. 


A very good tradition in the history of our literature is that after the 
publication of a work, especislly one of great significance, its author 
used to continuously polish and revise it and do everything he could 

to bring it to perfection, or his successors would try to develop its 
theme in various fields from different angles and contribute their 
creativity and wisdom toward making a work or a series of relevant images 
shine increasingly and improve continuously until it reached perfection. 
In history, poems, songs, traditional operas and other creations singing 
with praises of Zhacjun were once very popular! In our era today, this 
multinational country needs national unity, national rapprochement and 
thousands upon thousands of Wang Zhaojuns. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


GOVERNMENT LEADERS INAUGURATE LU XUN RESEARCH SOCIETY 
OW130536 Beijing XINHUA Domestic Service in Chinese 1203 GMT 12 Dec 79 OW 


{Text] The Lu Xun Research Society has been established in Beijing recently, 
with Soong Ching Ling as honorary president and Mao Dun as president. The 
society has invited Hu Qiaomu, Zhou Yang, Zhou Jianren, Hu Yuzhi, Cheng 
Fangwu, Feng Naichao, Li Yimang, Xia Yan, Yang Hansheng, Ba Jin and 

Cao Jinghua to act as advisers. 


More than 150 people attended the inaugural meeting, including nationally 
known writers and researchers on Lu Xun's works and Lu Xun's friends. They 
were Ba Jin, Ouyang Shan, Chen Xuechao, Xu Qinwen, Xu Jie, Xiao Jun, 

Huang Yuan, Ge Baoquan, Li Helin, Zhong Jingwen, Yang Hui, Tang Tao, Yu 
Moding, Hu Cai, Lai Shaoqi and Yang Qiyun. 


Chen Huanmei, responsible member of the preparatory group for the society, 
made a report at the inaugural meeting summing up the preparatory work. 
He also put forth suggestions about developing the work in months to come. 
He said: The purpose of establishing the Lu Xun Research Society is to 
unite the old, middle-aged and young professional and amateur researchers 
of Lu Xun's works in various parts of the country to jointly promote and 
develop research on Lu Xun's works. 


Zhou Yang also made an important speech at the inaugural meeting. He said: 
Lu Xun"s works are the precious ideological and cultural wealth of the 
people in our country. We have the responsibility to jointly study and 
develop this wealth. We can have different schools of thought, but not 
sectarian factions, in performing our research work. The study of Lu Xun is 
a special science, and we must have a serious and earnest attitude toward 
science. We should make analysis and assessment of Lu Xun's life, thought 
and works in the spirit of seeking truth from facts. Zhou Yang also 
expressed hope that professional and amateur researchers on Lu Xun‘s works 
will unite and advance their research level in a down-to-earth manner 

and make new achievements to greet the centennial of Lu Xun's birth. 


The year 1981 will mark that centennial. The meeting proposed that a 
preparatory committee be set up to organize commemorative activities. 


The meeting approved the constitution of the society and elected /2 people 

as members of the beard of directors of the society. At the same time, various 
localities have also recommended middle-aged and young researchers on 

Lu Xun's works to join the leading organ of this society. 
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Following the inaugural meeting, the editorial committee of LU XUN YANJIN 
[LU XUN STUDIES] immediately called a meeting, which decided that the 
quarterly journal will be published during the first half of next year. 

The society is also planning to call a Lu Xun seminar next year to exchange 
information on achievementa made in various localities in studying Lu Xun's 
works. Meanwhile, manuscripts for a “collection of Books on the Study 

of Lu Xun" are being actively compiled. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


BRIEFS 


BEIJING YOUTHS EMPLOYMENT SYMPOSIUM--The No 1 National Defense Industries 
Office of the Beijing Municipal People’s Government held a symposium on 
25 December to exchange experiences in settling the young people who were 
waiting for employment. The participants introduced their experiences 

in speeding up the settlement of young people. At present, 80 percent 

of the young people in these units and districts have found jobs. Some 
have joined the factories part-work and part-study program, while others 
have taken part in cultural classes to make up for the lessons they missed. 
The participants to the symposium pledged to basically settle the young 
people who are waiting for employment in the first quarter of 1980. 
[Beijing City Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 2 Jan 80 HK] 


SHANK) YOUTH EDUCATLON CONFERENCE--The Shanxi Provincial CCP Committee held 
a conterence on educating the young people and juveniles throughout the 
province from 12 to 17 December. One hundred and twenty persons including 
responsible comrades of the CYL committees and education offices of the 
young people and juveniles in Sichuan, Gansu, Shaanxi, Chongqing, Wuhan, 
Chengdu and Xian attended. Also attending were Luo Guibo, Ruan Bosheng, 
Zhao Yuting, Jia Jun, (Wang Wenzhang), (Zi Diyan) and (Zhang Jianming), 
leading comrades of the province. Ruan Bosheng presided. Jia Jun made 

a report on behalf of the provincial CCP committee. Luo Guibo spoke and 
Zhao Yuting made a summation of the conference. They profoundly analyzed 
the situation of educating young people and juveniles throughout the 
orovince, expounded the importance and pressing nature of strengthening 
education for the young people and juveniles and put forwerd views on 
further doing a good job of this task. [HK150859 Taiyuan Shanxi Provincial 
Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 19 Dec 79 HK] 


LIANJLN MEMORIAL SERVICE--On the afternoon of 10 January, a memorial 

service was held at Tianjin Municipal Martyrs’ Cemetery for Professor 

(Ke Yunkui), member of the Fifth Tianjin Municipal CPPCC Committee and 
board of directors of the China Gynecological Association, advisor to 

the Tianjin Municipal Gynecological Center, and noted expert on gynecology. 
ile died of an illness on 29 December 1979 at the age of 75. The service 
was presided over by Comrade (Zhao Ping), deputy director of the Cultural 
and Education Commission of the municipal revolutionary committee, and 

was sponsored by the municipal public health bureau, at which leading 
comrades of the public health bureau delivered memorial speeches. Attending 
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the service were more than 400 persons including representatives from the 
municipal CCP and revolutionary committees, the organizational and united 
front work departments of the municipal CCP committee, the municipal 
cultural and education commission, the municipal CPPCC committee, the 
municipal scientific and technological commission, the municipal personnel 
and civic affairs bureaus and from the medical circle; as well as his 
family members and friends in his life time. [SK140232 Tianjin City 
Service in Mandarin 1330 GMT 10 Jan 80 SK] 


TIANJIN SUBWAY--A subway system in Tianjin Municipality constructed with 
locally raised funds was open to traffic on 10 January. The section open 
to traffic this time is 5.2 kilometers in length, starting from (Xinhualu) 
station to (Xinanjiao) station. [SK140232 Tianjin City Service in Mandarin 
2330 GMT 10 Jan 80 SK] 


JILIN PROVINCIAL PERIODICAL-~-At the suggestion of readers, the Jilin Provincial 
CCP Committee recently decided to change the title of its periodical from 

XIN JILIN to XIN CHANGZHENG, beginning January 1980. This is a comprehensive 
periodical of the provincial organs concerning education in ideology, theories 
and work guidance. [SK150450 Shenyang Liaoning Provincial Service 

in Mandarin 2200 GMT 4 Jan 80 SK] 


UINGHAL AIR SERVICES--Passenger air service between Golmud and Lhasa began 
on 3 January. IL-18 passenger aircraft are being used. They fly every 
fuesday and Thursday. The flight leaves Xian at 0600 and arrives in 
Golmud after O800, and it takes another hour and 45 minutes from Golmud to 
Lhasa. [OW140222 Xining Qinghai Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 

il Jan 80 OW] 
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